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ABSTRACT

The northeastern villagersusually obtain food from theirs own
production, natural resources and purchasing. And now trend of food
purchasing is increasing. This study aimed to investigate the
knowledge, attitude and practice in food purchasing of the
northeastern villagers and retailers including sources, types and
seasons of food which they prefer and also factors effecting decision
making in selecting food. The samples were a member of families in a
village in Khon Kaen province. The samples of 61 families were
randomly selected. The data were collected by structure interview,
interview giudline and observation for 1 year.

It was found that about 40% of villagers had knowledge and
practice in selecting red meat. For poultry more than 50% of them had
knowledge and selected the fresh skin ones. About 34.4% had knowledge
in chosing clean,big and shell intact eggs but selected them for about
40.9%. For fresh water fish, 57.3% had knowledge and selected ones
with no lesion and big size. More than 90% chosed good appearance for
steamed mackeral. They had several cmteria in selecting fruits and
vegetables but emphasize more on freshness. About 44.4% had knowledge
in selecting big long white grain rice but purchasing only 36.1%.
47.5% had knowledge and selected dried fish with really dried, good
smell and had no mold and worm. For dried onion and garlic, they had
knowledge in selecting ones with firmness and no lesion about 54.1%
and practiced about 52.5%. 34.4% chose esan saucesage which had red
colour with no fault smell. For fermented fish 32.8% had knowledge in
selecting pale colour with good smell but practiced only 29.5%. About

40.9% had knowledge in chosing proper fermented pickled vegetable but



practice only 34.4%. Ready packed food such as canned fish, sweet
condensed milk were wusually selected from good appearance and
familiar brand with 31.1% and 47.5% of knowledge and practice
respectively. for canned fish and 34.4 of knowledge and practice for
sweet condensed milk. About 39.3% used good package and expired date
as crhteria for UHT milk and 65.6% also used good package as the
crnteria for instant noodle. They usually chose clear yellow vegetable
oil for cooking. About 54.1% chose familiar brand fish sauce. They had
knowledge in selecting ready packed and familiar brand monosodium
glutamate for about 68.9% but practiced only 65.6%. Children junk
food they chose the new packed ones and for ready cooked food they
selected the just cooked.

The Attitude, they had correct attitude in purchasing fish,
fruit, vegetable, fermented fish, instant noodle but incorrect
attitude for meat, egg, fish sauce, dried shimp.

The villagers mostly purchased food from village retail and
prefer to purchase in summer, winter and rainny season respectively.
The decision making for purchasing food depend on quality and
nutritious value of food as the first choice. The interviewees claimed
that future trend in food purchasing will increase especially for

ready cooked food.



