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Abstract

This research was conducted to study the type and background
of folk healers, method ¢f disease treatment, behavior of self-care
of Esan Villagers during illness, and reason for treatment by folk
healers’ method. The study areas were selected at Ban Nong Pak-wan
Village, Moo-4 and Moo-3, Lao Dok Mai subdistrict, Chieng Yuen
district Mahasarakam province. The qualitative data were collected by
using questionnaire, in-depth interview, participatory observation,
and key informant interviewing. The researcher had occasionally stayed
in the study village for 8 months duration since March to October 1992
"tb familiarize oneself with villagers and to participate in activities.
Inquiry and observation of their life style context during stay were

also performed. -

The findings were as follows :

Among 18 folk healers, the majority was the integrated folk
healers such as being both blowing healer (Mor Paw) and herbal healer,
or being Water-sprinkling healer and Brahm healer (Mor Brahm)}, The
treatment of diseases was leaded to integrate methods. Consequently,
the step of folk healer’s treatment was generally started with
checking the symptom, treatment and was followed by setting for the
Khai after the recovery except for magic healer (Mor Lum Song) and
Dhamma healer (Mor Dhamma) with khai setting first because of the
capability of khai in healing the illnmess. The self-care behavior of
villagers, if the children (new-borne to 1 year) were illed, the

villagers would not go to see folk healer or to purchase the drug by



themselves, but they would go to village health office or community
hospital. If the children were illed by Kam Lerd disease they would g0
to see the folk healer. Parent liked to purchase the drug for the
children (1 to5 years) 8 times as much as the new borne group.

For general villagers the different self care patterns were
diécovered i.e., purchasing the drug to take and going to village
health office or hospital if not well, or seeing the folk healer that
they believe for some disease and going to village health office or
commﬁnity hospital for the immediate illness. However, if the
treatment at hospital did not cure or get well they would turn to folk
healers’' treatment, particularly by the use of magic healer or treated
together. Four significant reasons that made the villagers stay with
folk healers’ treatment were their health belief due to the super
natural things, past experiences, fame and specific capability of folk
healer, and no recovery from illness or bad symptom when treated by

modern medical doctor.
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