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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the general
background of Kalung village, their community way of life, end the
beliefs of the villagers as related fhrough their rituals involved
with forest resources conservation. In this case, the qualitative
social science method was used in terms of pon-participant observation,
and carried out by a research assistant who interviewed key
informants according to the research interview guides in the village
for 8 months.

Results of the study indicated that the ethnic villagers
originated in Pu Wa Nak Kron Deng, LAOS (at the lowland of Khong
River). They immigrated to the kingdom of Thailand because of combat

with Chinese in 1883, and most of them lived in Asphur FKudbak,




Sakonnakorn province..

This village was set up more than 200 years ago near Lam Hoi
Sai. It is surrounded by forest and mountains and mnatural resources
abound. It has been equipped with electricity, transportation and is
being supported by governmental officers. Economic, social, and
cultural performance has faithfully followed the tradition of their
ancestors. The attitude of education has gradually changed. Villagers
who are 30-40 years old provide their children with more educational
opportunities of compulsory education. However, villagers were also
unavoidably affected more by political performance.

The way of 1life of this community was related to forest
resources conservation. Aspects of both settlement, and occupation
such as cropping, raising livestock on the mountain, hunting as well
as agroforestry, were either directly or indirectly forest resources
conservation.

There were 2 rituals related to comservation of forest in Ban
Kalung and Ban Bua ; ritural of feasting spirit (spirit of their
ancestors and of forest), and the blessing of rain from Lu See cave.
Puthermore, we learned from the study that the villagers had believed .
deeply in the supernatural and had learned from generation to
generation through the nature system, socialization, snd local wisdom

of community as well.




