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Abstract
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Objective:
The objective of this study is to investigate concepts, frameworks and movements
relevant to “Good Local Governance.” The result of the investigation is a basis for
developing a desirable model for the Thai good local governance.

Methodology:
The study combined both qualitative and quantitative approaches to obtaining a
necessary and sufficient result. In the qualitative side, the documentary survey
includes textbooks, articles, research documents, web pages, and networked circles in
three modes: Internet conference (e-mail and web board), interviews and meetings.
The quantitative approach involves a field survey via a construction of questionnaire.

Result:
The Thai local governance has been strongly influenced by the world's movement on
good local governance. The Thai community has been seeking democratic
governments in all levels: local and national levels. There is a strong trend for
promoting civil society and market mechanism with the notion of political reform,
administrative reform and economic reform. In addition, international values, besides
democratic ones, have been planted in the Thai society. These values include
environmental protection and prevention, intergovernmental relations, localization and
localism, and good local governance which is expected to bring accountability,
transparency, efficiency, justice and service quality through civil society for the benefits
of the local community and the nation. The movement and development of these wills
resultin changes in the country from strong centralization to more decentralization and
decentralizing governance. However, the process has introduced a number of
problems and obstacles due to lack of experience, negative attitudes toward

decentralization, and resistance from certain groups.
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Discussion Conclusion:

The movement and development of good local governance in Thailand are obvious,
widely spread, accepted, supported and incorporated rapidly into the Thai culture but
fragmented. The lack of networked parties involved and a holistic concept and vision
has produced a wide variety of different paths for a number of groups to take. The
government, public officials (not only those from the Ministry of Interior), national
politicians, local politicians, and people from different walk of life understand and act
differently on the notion “good local governance.” This phenomenon is likely to

infroduce hardship to the democratization in Thailand.

Suggestion/ Further Implication/ Implementation:

There are urgent needs to construct trust among parties involved in the network and to
improve the people quality and knowledge of democracy and good local government
along with democratic movements and development in Thailand. At the same time
certain number of systems must be installed in place. The systems include finance,
personnel, information systems, legal systems, administrative standards such as
planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and control. The learning
process is crucial to the remedy and implementation. The need for research and
development is obvious to fill gap of the lack of holistic knowledge of good local

governance.
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