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The Right of Collective Self-Defense in the Making of Japan’s Security Strateqy: Case Studies of

the 1990s and 2010s

Abstract
The aim of this research is to analyze the role of “the right of collective self-defense” (RCSD) in
Japan’s security strategy. Even though the defense doctrine of postwar Japan had consistently
downplayed RCSD as consecutive governments of Japan maintained that it was incompatible with the
principle of the Article 9 of the constitution, it is undeniable that RCSD has been prevalently debated
in Japan’s political discourse on national defense and playing a critical role in shaping postwar
security policy. Apart from existing as a concept to be continuously denied by the authority, when
came the times of major strategic revision, for instance, when Japan upgraded its status to an
economic power, or when the Cold War structure came to an end, debates about RCSD played
substantial roles in the policy redirecting process in order to cope with new environments. Recently in
the 2010s, RCSD has acquired new position in Japan’s security strategy as a result of the Abe
Administration’s reinterpretation of the Article 9. The government has since shifted the stance to
recognize “the limited exercise of RCSD” and has subsequently introduced new policy and legislation
to translate the decision into practice. This research explores how RCSD was used as a tool to
achieve optimal policy outcomes by Japan’s political entrepreneurs who advocated strategic change.
The examination of policymaking processes and discourses in the two periods — the early 1990s when
Japan was searching for appropriate roles in the field of international peace and security; and the
2010s when it tried to deal with the shifting power configuration in Northeast Asia — showed that
RCSD helped Japan reach a compromise position in order to maintain status quo of the strategic
means the country used to guarantee its survival; or at best make gradual or restrained change.
RCSD was strategically utilized to make compromise in two dimensions. It worked, on one hand, in
the country’s attempt to compromise between strategic necessity it had to address and antiwar/ anti-
military internal norm. On the other, it helped Japan maintain a balance in the alliance politics with the
US by ensuring that Japan would be neither entrapped in the US global strategy and unnecessary

conflicts nor abandoned by this longtime ally who protects its safety for all the postwar era.
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