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In this thesis, the researcher delineates (1) the demographical charac-
teristics of selected students at Ramkhamhaeng University Demonstration
School (RUDS). The researcher also considers (2) the environment in which
these students use the Internet in addition to (3) the Internet needs they evince.
Moreover, the researcher inquires into (4) the forms in which these students
use the Internet, as well as investigates (5) their Internet use behaviors.

The sample population consisted of 400 Matthayom Sueksa, Levels 1
to 6 students enrolled at RUDS. The instrument of research was a question-

naire.
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Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.
Hypothesis testing was conducted using the ¢ test and one-way analysis of
variance (ANOVA) techniques.

Findings are as follows:

1. In respect to demographical characteristics, it was found that most of
the 'respondents to the questionnaire were females studying at the high school
level, resided with parents, and had monthly expenses greater than 5,000 baht.

2. In regard to the environment in which they used the Internet, it was
found that most of these students used laptop computers when making
Internet connections. They studied the use of the Internet at computer schools.
The location for the Internet use was mostly at home or other accommoda-
tions. The students under study had five to six years of experience in using
the Internet. The time spent on average in using the Internet was three to four
hours per session. The time the students used the Internet at the most was after
school was because this was the time period in which they completed school
assignments.

3. In regard to the needs of these students in using the Internet, it was
found that most selected Thai websites for Internet use. The objectives of
using the Internet were to study in accordance with the curriculum, to submit
work to teachers as assigned, and to search for additional information related

to the subjects studied. In addition, in regard to extracurricular study, students
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needed to use the Internet to study matters of interest to them in addition to
using the Internet to exchange information and knowledge.

4. In regard to the form in which these students used the Internet, the
researcher found that most used the Microsoft Network (MSN) program to
conduct online chats and used web boards for communication and the
exchange of information. In regard to e-mail service, the students under study
useci Hotmail, whereas they used Google in searching for information files.

5. In regard to the Internet usage behaviors of the students, it was found
that the aspect of using the Internet for educational purposes in an overall
picture was at a moderate level. The students under study used information
taken from various sources on the Internet to supplement their studies at a
high level. In respect to the occupational and personal business aspect,
Internet use in an overall picture was at a moderate level. The students posted
information and opinions on web boards. Using the Internet in respect to the
aspect of entertainment and recreation was determined to be exhibited in an
overall picture at a moderate level. The students accessed websites in order to
study information related to their interests.

Regarding the aspect of behaviors evinced in the course of using the
Internet, these behaviors were evinced at a moderate level. It was found that
the students chatted with strangers over the Internet. In respect to changes in
behavior after having commenced Internet use, changes were found to have

ensued at a high level with a consequence being that students more frequently

communicated orally.
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