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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are fto determine the trend of
changes in community land use and the effects they have on the
eonomical and social changes of a family and a society. The research
part of the work was carried out in the field by using the combined
method of qualitative and quantitative research. In collecting the
data both qualitatively and guantitatively, the researcher spent a
period of 2 months interviewing and distributing questionnaires. In
order to gain the most accurate and complete information, both
research methods were done through the heads of the family where
changes in land use habits had occurred.

The tesult of the research indicated that Ban Hintaek was
founded in 1911 by its early settlers who migrated mainly from Ubon
Rachathani province and nearby villagers. As a village surrounded by
large forest, abundant water resources and rich cultivating land, the
early settlers of Ban Hintaek simply survived through their own

agricultural products. Not 1is was only after the village’s



rranspsortation system had improved, and the government had altlowed
more agricultural goods to be exported that the producing nerely o
serve the sufficient needs of the family, they bhegan producing for
sale. Prettiy soon plant like kenaf, cassava and sugarcane were rising
in price. Today, practically every househcld at Ban Hintaek earns
their living by producing sugarcane.

As far as economical changes within a society was concerned,
the study indicated that there was a big change in villagers
consumption habits. Instead of growing their own food like they wused

1

to, they began to buy food from a local market and some motorcycie

1 . 1

vendors. This was because they had to work hard on their own farms
and had no time to grow food for themseives. With more investment and

LRt

spending along the way, the villagers were falling deeper into depr.
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In the beginning they were borrowing money from one another within
their village but pretty socon external ioan Decame an important
source. The study also showed that the number of villagers migrating

for outside work has decreased due to the need tc hire more peopie 10

Ny

a)

work in the farms within their own villag

[¢

as for the socials changes amcng the family, the study
indicates that exchange of labour among family members still widely
exists. However, due to the lack of time to spend with their children
(because they have to go to work very early in the morning) the
interaction between parents and child among the villagers has began
to disappear. Therefore, the role of responsibility for bringing up
young children depends mainly on the school eachers. In terms of
family relations, the study indicates that there is still a great
deal of help and support during sickness or when any family member or
close relatives were having problem financially. However, the labour
support between family members began to deteriorate because most of

the time they were too busy working in their own farms.



Time was also an important criteria in constituting social

udy indicates although family
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change within a scciety. As the s
relationships during sickness and festive seasons, the villagers
spent less time helping each other in the field. Instead of
exchanging their labour like before, they hired their own labourers.
And because they were too busy with their own farms, they also had
less time to participate in any rural development activity. Though
the number of people participating in the village money saving
participating in the village money saving scheme show some sign of
improvement .

In terms of economical changes within a family the study
indicated that there was an increasing percentage of income {rom
6.36% to 18.73% to about 74.417% among families who had changed from
growing kenaf to cassava and sugarcane. Through their income
increased, their expenses were also increased. They in turn stared to

invest and spend more on daily bases and on convenient goods. At the

end, they has mostly fallen deeper in dept with locans to cover their

OWN eXpenses.



