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The occurrence and impact of acquired resistance to reinfection of Opisthorchis viverrini
may be determined in animals following chemotherapeutic treatment to clear previous weorm
burden. In the present study, acquired resistance to O.viverrini was generated by exposure of
animal to repeated monthly infection with 10 or 40 metacercaria /animal over a period of 1,3 and 6
months. Prior to challenge infection with 40 metacercaria/ animal, praziquante! was given to these
infected animals.

The resulting worm recovery from the challenge infection was found to relate to the
duration and dose of infection (ANOVA, P<0.05). Observed reduction in per capita faecal egg
output and growth of the parasite were associated with doses of infection before treatment. It
appears therefore that past experience of infection may elicit a degree of acquired resistance
which influences the rate of establishment and with a lesser extent to growth and fecundity of

the parasite.





