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This qualitative research compares the Thailand Premiere League
audience’s behavior before, during, and after watching a football game.
Data collection consists of an in-depth interview, participatory observation,
document analysis, and conclusion of documents. The four steps of information
analysis are interpretation of information, comparison of information, synthesis
of information, and conclusion of information.

The results of the study show behavioral differences in both groups of
audience. There is little difference in the characteristics of watching behavior.

However, the intensity of behavior is quite different. Indicators of the different
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degree of behavior relate to the place where people come to watch the game,
and the audience’s enthusiasm. In this respect, the on-field audience shows

an obviously greater degree than the television audience. For example, to fully
participate in a game, on-field audience members plan their expenses, and
they arrange ways to express their enthusiasm and how to cheer up their team.
This is because a football site is a public place open to communication among
football fans, a community of people from all walks of life.

Before watching the game, both groups of football fans plan and make
some arrangements, such as expenses to be used, and activities during the game.
During the game, there are activities relating to reactions to the game and
the cheering. After the game, there are activities for exchanging of information
concerning the match.

People who watch football on-site and who watch it from television
manifest their similarities in their use of jargon, enjoyment, reaction to
restrictions, identity formation, faith and rituals. Finally, Thailand Premiere
League audience members can be divided, according to levels of enthusiasm,

into ardent football fans, general football fans, and temporary football fans.
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