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Abstract

Effect of centrifugation on direct examination and
culture in pleural fluid and ascitic fluid from

patients.

Pipat Sribenjalux?
Chokchai Vilachaiz
Mayuree Chaivara?
~Marnit Pitthayarat?

Lumvai Wonglakorn?

Culture and direct examination of 200
specimens from patients composed of 118 pleural
fluids and 82 ascitic fluids before and after
centrifugation revealed that before centrifugation
20 specimens or 10% gave positive culture and
after centrifugation 28 specimens or 14% gave posi-
tive culture this result showed statistic signi-
ficant difference (p<0.05). The semi-guantitative
amount of bacteria on plating media in those 20
specimens that gave positive culture bhefore and

after centrifugation in numerous (N),moderate (M),



few (F) rare (R) were 6,2,4,4 and 12,4,4,0 respec-
tively. These results showed that centrifugation
can 1increase the amount of bacteria in priqary
isolation. Direct examination of the sediment% by

Gram’'s stain gave 50% sensitivity. :
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