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The objectives of the Dissemination of Research Findings on National Marine Interests 

Project are to increase public understanding on the concept of National Marine Interests, to 

inform the public about current situations and challenges on the use of marine and coastal 

resources in Thailand, and to recommend the mitigation measures for addressing those 

challenges. As a result, these will lead to public awarenesses and concerns on the 

importance of National Marine Interests. Additionally, this project is aimed to propose 

recommendations on a new national marine policy framework to Thai’s government for 

consideration. Accordingly, the seminar on “7.5 Trillion Baht of National Marine Interests: 

Crisis or Opportunity” was then held at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center on 

Monday, 10 September 2007 at 09.00- 17.30. There were the total of 235 participants 

including relevant agencies, stakeholders, general public, and journalists. Results from the 

seminar were incorporated into the policy recommendations made by the research team and 

the Steering Sub-committee on National Marine Interests Policy Making. The 

recommendations were then proposed to the Cabinet for consideration via the Chair of the 

Steering Committee on Social Driving Force. Two main issues emphasized in the 
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recommendations are as follows. First, the Commission on National Marine Interests Policy 

shall be established. Second, Thailand shall participate in the 1982 United Nation 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as a member country. According to the 

Cabinet Resolution, the cabinet members approved the proposed recommendations. 

However, for the former recommendation, they called for the alteration of the committee 

formation from the Commission on National Marine Interests Policy to the Sub-Committee 

on Knowledge Management for National Marine Interests which will be under the 

supervision of Administration and Coordinating Committee on Implementation of National 

Marine Security Policy. Furthermore, the cabinet agreed with the latter recommendation that 

relevant agencies shall execute the process of ratifying the UNCLOS 1982. Finally, results 

from the project implementation will lead to an increase in public attentions on an issue of 

National Marine Interests. Combined with continuous pulbic communication and 

advertisement, this will in turn serve as a driving force for the development of National 

Marine Policy governing the sustainable and subsistent use of marine resources in Thailand. 
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