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ABSTRACT

191047

The rapid expansion of settlements on the metropolitan fringe is of concern to many urban
scholars and researchers. Although the metropolitan fringe is socially popular for settlements, its
development pattern is mainly contrast to sustainability characteristics especially in terms of use of land
and energy. Most previous research on sustainability has been dominated by environmental and
economic concerns; the objective of this research is to contribute to a better understanding of the social
dimension of sustainable development particularly of community groups on the urban fringe of

Bangkok.

The study is a quantitative investigation, comparing eight composite indicators of social
dimensions which are important in helping to sustain local communities. Questionnaires were
conducted in 405 households of 3 types of communities within 6 districts of the outer areas of the
Bangkok Metropolitan Area. Other instruments for data collection include field survey and observation,

photograph records and unstructured interview.

i



191047

The survey results show the increasing trend of population density and the excessive
construction in the outer and low-density areas. It was found that these 3 types of communities score
well and fairly on almost all composite indicators of social sustainability, except social interaction.
There is no marked difference for overall scores from these communities. In addition, the resident; in
the case study areas are characterized as low to middle-income households, residing their houses on the
low-lying lands. Many communities are situated on the relatively poor location, having inconvenient

access to main roads and transportation network.

Lastly, it is suggested that policy making and planning strategies should be formulated to
promote agglomeration of settlements with higher density of urban development in order to make
access to services .and facilities more convenient and economically viable than un-controlled patterns of
sprawl in the outer areas. Simultaneously, government intervention is needed to protect prime
agricultural land and greenbelt areas which can be served as catchment area in the wet season. Policies
conducive to social sustainability should seek to encourage walkable neighborhoods and social
interactions in the communities via design and neighborhood upkeep, provide budget to support local
activities and group participation, and promote the development of existing social capital. These will

help holding society together and achieving sustainable community goals and quality of life as well.
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