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Abstract: New Dimensions of Music in Thailand: Integrating Theory into Practice
Natchar Pancharoen

The music research project, “New Dimensions of Music in Thailand: Integrating Theory
into Practice,” was completed within three years. In this project, each of the ten researchers
was assigned to work individually on music sub-projects, designed to fit one’s potential and
interest. There were totally 19 sub-projects, which could, more or less, set examples in the
areas of music performance and music composition.

Public concerts are still essential; however, for educational purposes, academic

approaches are no less important, in order to show how theory could be put into practice.



Forms of presentation include program notes, books, papers as well as talks in public,
depending on appropriate dimensions of each work.

The results of the research may not be as clear as those of other fields; nonetheless,
the 19 sub-projects by ten researchers of experiences and diverse expertise should be sufficient
to give interesting conclusions according to the nature of the music discipline. It is hoped that
this project would be of great benefit to the music instructors in higher education.

Keywords academic music, music research, music performance, music composition
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2556.
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2013).
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Mahidol University, (Oct 2012).
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the River of Silence project: The National Gallery of Thailand and Mahidol University, 2010.
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of Rangsit University (Book and E-Learning package), 2007.
9. “The Development of Musical Notation.” Music Journal, Rangsit University, 2007.
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2. Wearan3uinmas Mozart: Clarinet Concerto Saufiuneasinansaniunussiaendlimun o
naUssyuUAs, 2552.
3. U55tA9AAT3LIRS MU Silpakomn Clarinet Quartet @ voUseYu A.duIeu BunsIty, 2555.
4. UssiasAasLlininas Mozart: Clarinet Quintet $au U4 4G String Quartet o T5ausulnsaFy,
2556.
5. UsStasAasLlamas Brahms: Clarinet Quintet $3u7U19 Bangkok String Quartet & Jawaynln,
2559.
6. NMIUNAUDUNUTEAUSLNAS Phra Abhai Mani: A Musical Adaptation of a Thai Epic for Clarinet
Ensemble. Tun1suseainnisnisduuuileivinig European Platform for Artistic Research in

Music 2015 @4 University of Performing Arts, tilans14UsetnAoadLn3e 2558.

s1e9ITeatvanysal dqlnivesaunsanalulszmalne : aunsasiassadeivingg - alver Wugiady



15

USELNNUNUSENUSINAS

1. UnUseiusinaadite “nszafoudl” nssnnUainunsainissaunssulnedniuienaisids,
2557.
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3. MTULEANDUNUSEIUSINGS Tones for Clarinet Ensemble TulAsansiaunsnauas19assa
SyfrULNUNRASIT 2 0 eRaduvAivendu@ating TN, 2559.
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1. dAndnwalnazmaianisinemsudamas Concertino for Trumpet and Strings Usgstuslaena

Saenvdauna199al Usiluw, 2557.
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1. Killing Field (2004) Thailand Cultural Centre

2. Malai for clarinet, violin and piano (2006) USA 2006, Beijing Conservatory 2011, Surabaya
Indonesia 2013.

3. Deep Impression (2006) Thailand Cultural Centre, National Theatre, Mahidol Hall.
4. King of Peace (2007) Thailand Cultural Centre, National Theatre.

5. The Spirits of Siam (2007) Suriyathep Music Sala, Bangkok, Cholburi.

6. Bangkok Fantasia (2008) Bangkok, Cholburi, Nakorn Pathom, Macau.

7. Ratchadamneon (2010) Bangkok, Cholburi, Chiangmai, Singapore.

8. Surya (2015) Suriyathep Music Sala, Bangkok.

9. The Patriarch (2015) Bangkok.

10. Devas Suite for Orchestra (2016) Suriyathep Music Sala.
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1. JuIsiasiuldaysiuiuasnauseina Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (1999-2004).

2. JUsTReTUlETINUIeeUsEmA Nusantara Symphony Orchestra ‘Indonesia’ (2006-2011).
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Wi di i nsunausBasIuasuns o weussan gudinusssuuiilszmelne,
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Siamese Musical Identity in the Seventeenth Century French Baroque Composition: A
Reconstructing of Siamese-French Musical Authenticity

Jittapim Yamprai

“Exoticism in Western Music” is a phrase criticized by musicologists who study
western composition and discovered the association of oriental themes, musical materials,
or titles applied to the composition. Before the twentieth century, oriental music was barely
known or understood by western composers. Hence, western composer’s application of
music outside their western regime was not based on musical authenticity. Chinese, native-
American, Gypsy, Arabian, and Egyptian were treated as the same ethnicity in the western’s
eyes, which was considered exotic in their taste. Ballet and opera associated with non-
western characters are full of musical ignorance, such as native-American character playing a
Chinese cymbal on the stage in Lully’s ballet “Le Temple de la paix.” As such, exoticism in
western music was just an oriental idea for westerner’s entertainment.

However, an exception occured in one composition constructed in 1686 at the
French court of Louis XIV. Associated with the historical and political context of musical
diplomacy between Siamese court of King Narai and the French court of Louis XIV, the Air
des Siamois, composed by the chamber court director and harpsichord teacher to Louis’s
daughter, Michel Richard de Lalande, and cataloged by musicologist Lionel Sawkins in Suite
no. 9 of Symphonies pour les soupers du Roy did not follow the typical pattern of the
general exotic pieces. On the contrary, its musical materials contained characteristics
unusual in French Baroque instrumental music, involving imbalanced phrase structures,
melodic tritones, ties across barlines, series of repeated notes, and frequent leaps (see
example 1).

The result of this musical analysis would be meaningless without historical context
to prove the possibility that Lalande could have access to Siamese musical sources and
used it in his Air. The seventeenth century was a time for the West to expand their power

over the East. The French King saw an opportunity that if he could succeed in converting
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King Narai to Christianity, his power would be known in the Eastern world. While the Siamese
king, on the other hand, saw that his friendship with France will strengthen his power and
could frighten the Dutch in their attempt to take over the land. For these reasons, both
nations had exchanged several embassies to each other. In order for Louis’s mission to be
fullfilled, the French King sent his embassy led by Chevalier de Chaumont in 1685 to
observe the diplomatic reception at the court of King Narai to prepare the proper reception
for wellcoming the third Siamese embassy at the French court in 1686. This is because of his
first encounter with the Second embassy of Siam in 1684 was a failure due to a huge gap of
cultural differences between France and Siam.

Furthermore, before the Air of Siam was written for the third Siamese Embassy to
France in 1686, French missionarires of MEP had established their religious propagation in
Siam since 1662, travelling back and forth between France and Siam, providing the French
court composer opportunity to acquire information on Siamese music and culture. French
interest in Siamese music was proved in the late seventeenth century publication with two
Siamese songs notated in western notation in the accounts of La Loubere and Gervaise (see
example).

The most important diplomatic exchange between the two nations was the 1686
Siamese embassy, led by KosaPan ,the amnassador to France. Through this embassy,
evidence of the interest in each other’s musical culture was recorded. The account of
Maquis de Souches indicated Siamese instruments were bought along with the embassy to

France.

18 octobre (p. 497)

[A propos des envoyés du Siam]. II y avoit beaucoup d’ins-
truments comme des trompettes, des tambours, des timbales,
des musettes, des espéces de petites cloches et de petits cors,
dont le bruit ressembloit au bruit que font ceux des gens qui
gardent les bestiaux en France.

18 octobre (p. 497)
(concerning the envoys from Siam) There were many instruments like trumpets, drums,
timpani, oboes, types (spiecies) of small bells and small horns, the noise of which
resembled the noise made by those people who keep cattle in France.

Jean Baptiste Lully (1632-1687), court music director also went to see the Siamese

Ambassador at their residence in Paris and had a discussion during dinner. While there is no
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record of the content of their conversations, it is reasonable to assume that music was one
of the topics there.

In this surrounding historical context, Siamese music was proved to be a major
interest in the French eyes. Lalande, the composer of the Air could have obtained authentic
Siamese musical material through primary or secondary sources. However, with his western
music background and lack of Siamese musical culture experience and knowledge, Siamese
traditional music would likely be distorted and transformed into a new music
unrecognizable to any Thais. Therefore the outcome is the French Baroque instrumental
music composition of the 1700s, bearing only an exotic title and unusual French musical
characteristics, but still sounding like a strange French Air.

Through the process of deconstruction of the composition, the unusual French
figures were examined. The answer was proposed by Thai ethnomusicologist, Anant Narkong
who had compared the French figures with the seventeenth century Siamese musical
gestures. Unfortunately, only assumptions can be made since Siamese music was passed
down from generation to generation by oral transmission.

Therefore, the knowledge of the ancient Siamese music was studied through only
the surviving repertoire. However, with the comparitive analysis, the unusual French gestures
were found to share some similarities with the Mahori Ayutthaya repertoire, the most
popular genre in Siam at that time. Also, the 2 surviving Siamese songs notated by La
Loubere and Gervaise fall into this genre.

With this supposition, the unique characteristics found in the French Air of Siam
could be explained as the follows:

First, the 4 repeated notes: This technique is called “Thao—A Thai music technique
for connecting one musical idea with the next.

Second, the frequent leaps: through the analysis of several Siamese Mahori
repertoire, this feature was found in Siamese music. The melodies are not occupied with
only stepwise motion, but leaps of fourth, fifth, and octave are common.

Third is the tritone. Melodic tritone is a rare figure in western instrumental music and
is considered dissonant. Therefore, it leads to the question of what sonority the French
composer had in his mind. Possible tuning systems for Siamese music in the seventeenth

century were considered by interviewing Pongsilp Arunrat, an expert in Mahori Ayutthaya,
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who indicated that Mahori at that time performed with one full tone lower than today’s
tuning.

When comparing the possible Siamese tunning with the meantone tuning at the
French court, the fifth of Siamese music is much narrower than the French. In order for the
French composer to imitate this Siamese sound, he has to make the interval narrower than
the fifth; hence, the tritone became a solution for imitating the intervalic sound.

Fourth is the use of ties across barlines and imbalanced phrases. Usually French airs
were constructed in balanced four-measure phrases, which the first section of this Air
follows.

The first section is 12 measures long with 3 balanced phrases.

The second section consists of 4 phrases. The first two phrases span 3 measures
each, the third phrase spans 6 measures and the fourth phrase is 7 measures.

Additionally, we see that the downbeats of measures 20 and 27 are obscured by notes tied
over from beat 4 of the previous measure, contrary to French Instrumental music practice at
the time that laid heavy emphasis on beats 1 and 3. It is clear that Lalande created an
imbalanced phrase to imitate the irregular phrases and shifting of rhythmic accents found in
Siamese music.

These strange figures is now make sense when explained as the composer’s attempt
to imply Siamese musical practices in his work through French Baroque materials. Even
though the outcome is far beyond the authentic Siamese sonority, the piece has marked
itself as an important diplomatic composition for the French-Siamese relationship.

The earliest manuscript sources for the Air show only the melody and bass lines,
which corresponds to the practice of having the inner parts improvised by the players.
Therefore, in order to obtain the actual sonority of the Air of Siam’s on its premier
performance, a study of historical performance practices, ensembles, styles, ornamentation,
and theory of 17th C. France had to be examined for reconstructing the missing parts of the
Siamese Air.

From the study of types of ensemble functioning in the French court, the ensemble
from the chamber department with the addition of woodwinds drawn from the Grand Ecurie
department would have been used in a special event, including welcoming state visitors to
the court at Versailles. For the ensemble in the Chambre department, the 24-violins of the

King (Vingt-quatre violons du Roi) was undoubtedly assigned to perform for the audience of
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Siamese ambassadors with Louis XIV. Therefore, the instrumentation of the ensemble,
according to the research would be:

Strings: 6 First Violins, 4 Second violins, 4 First viola, 4 second viola, and 6 cello

Winds: 2 flutes and 2 oboes

Continuo: harpsichord and bassoon

The key and harmony is kept to maintain the original idea of composer’s intention.
The air is written in the key of ¢ minor. The minor key at the late seventeenth century was
used in the opera and ballet to refer exoticism. In this context, it was related to the distant
kingdom of Siam since the objective of the air is to be performed in the reception of
Siamese embassy at their audience with Louis XIV. The overall structure follows the typical
harmonic plan of the seventeenth century Baroque composition through its binary form,
modulation to the dominant key, the use of descending fifth patterns. In detail, the melodic
structure implies the unorthodox musical practices for the seventeenth century, as
discussed before.

This claim is supported by an interview with a Baroque scholar and the chief editor
of Musicological Research Journal, Professor Dr. Deborah Kauffman who has confirmed of its
strangeness. (open clip)

In order to recreate the sound of the original performance, | have reconstructed 2
versions of the first Air of Siam: one that fills in only the missing inner parts and leaves room
for experienced Baroque musicians to realize the rhythm and ornaments according to
historically performance practices.

However, if this piece is to be performed in Thailand where Baroque ensembles do
not exist, the modern instruments will be used and all rhythm, articulation, and ornaments
have to be written out for Thai musicians to perform. Therefore, the performer’s edition is
filled in with the application of note inégale through the study of Nivers (Guillaume-Gabriel),
in his 1665 treatise where typically in French style, dotted notes are common feature
enriching the melodic passage. Neumann and D’Anglebert’s research on ornament
application was used to add French trill, French Slide or port de voix double, and the coule
de tierces to imitate water flowing downhill; and application of articulation of down and up

bow stroke from George Muffat.
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By applying all the practices of the French Baroque, the Air of Siam could be
performed in her native land for Thai people to experience its importance as a significant
piece in Thai history.

The goal of this reconstruction is to bring back the sound of the past to awaken the
history of the relationship between the two kingdoms, resurrecting the sound that once was
heard by Siamese embassy in 1686. However, as mentioned at the beginning, even though
the composer’s attempt was to imply Siamese material in his Air, the sonority and
performance medium were entirely French Baroque. At this point, | am working on another
composition, a contemporary composition, combining seventeenth century French Baroque
material with Siamese Mahori material and ensemble. This piece represents the story of the
past from the eye of a present day historian and musicologist, who has studied all the
historical records and accounts of what happened in the musical culture of both kingdoms.
Therefore, | have combined all of the songs related to the Siamese-French diplomatic
exchange, scored for 24-violins of the King with winds and Mahori Ayutthaya ensemble. |
used French Overture as the structure of the piece. The 3 sections are:

1. First section in Dotted rhythm — with majestic character, using the melody from the
First Air of Siam, and performed by Baroque ensemble - This section is to providing
the image of the French King

2. The second section is Double Fugue in faster tempo, having the first subject drawn
from the melody of Saisamorn from Lal.oubére’s account;

And the second subject from the melody of Sutjai in Gervaise’s account

- This section is divided into 2 part. The fugue is the first played by Baroque

ensemble — providing the story of the attempt of the French King to know
Siamese culture

~ The 2" part is performed by Mahori ensemble on “Orachorn” suite, where Sutjai

originated-to represent Siamese ambassador, Kosa Pan

3. Grave section — is based on the melody of the 2" Air of Siam, performed together by
both the Baroque and Mahori ensemble to represent the connection and friendship

that unite the 2 nations
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Similar to the reconstruction of the Baroque first Air of Siam, a study on Mahori
Ayutthaya had to be made. Since most of the repertoire survives only through oral

transmission, the primary sources could not be obtained.

- Mahori Ayutthay is developed from 4 players to 6 players including Saw samsai
(3-string fiddle), Krajab-pii (plucking zither), klui (flute), tone and ramana (pair-
drum), and a singer with a small pair of wood blocks to keep the rhythm.

- In order to understand the role of each instrument of Mahori ensemble in its
performance, | have transcribed each instrument to understand their techniques,
register, and range when performing

Through reconstruction and contextual study, the lost piece, which is significant

because of its role in the diplomacy between France and Siam, can be revived, bringing the
history back to life and reminding people of the harmony they have had for more than 300

years.
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