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Abstract
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This research aims to gain more understanding about the benefit to stakeholders’
expectation on sustainability reporting by private companies and to obtain a guideline
for developing an appropriate format for sustainability reporting in Thai context. Primary
data were obtained from direct interviews with the representatives from various
stakeholder groups namely entrepreneurs in pulp and paper and cement industries,
financial institutes, institutional investors, government agencies accountable for
governing and promoting equity market, and government agencies accountable for
governing industrial policies. Secondary data were also obtained as public information
disclosed by entrepreneurs in pulp and paper industries worldwide in reference to the
scope and content for reporting by Global Reporting Initiative (GRI). The results were
consolidated and analyzed to determine the expectations of stakeholders and the
readiness/limitation for private sectors in disclosing each aspect of reporting. It was
concluded that appropriate disclosure of sustainability data in Thailand may be divided
into 2 major categories as compulsory and voluntary. In the voluntary category, 4
subcategories were identified based on the benefit and readiness for reporting. This
research also points out the way forward in promoting sustainability reporting through
stakeholder influences and preparing for the emerging global trends in reporting. At
last, it was recommended that further studies in specific stakeholder groups, in specific
locations, in specific private sectors, and in quantifying the embedded value of reporting

for both stakeholders and the reporting organization itself.
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