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In this dissertation, the researcher investigates household and
community social change in the upper southern region of Thailand following
in the wake of the introduction of community enterprises. Compared are
household and community social change in communities in which community
enterprises were not introduced and those in which they were not introduced.
Studied also are factors affecting household and community social change in
the upper southern region.
In explaining the overall picture of social change, the researcher

employed qualitative research techniques. In addition, the use of

supplementary quantitative research techniques enabled the researcher to use
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additional findings which were supportive of the conclusions derived from the
qualitative research investigation.

Using the technique of multi-stage sampling, the researcher constituted
a sample population of 720 households.

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.
The researcher also employed the techniques of ¢ test, /" test, and multiple
regression analysis.

Findings are as follows:

1.~ Certain communities in the upper southern region of Thailand still
manifest traditional characteristics. They are strong communities, the
members of which engage in mutual aid. In the past, southern village
economies were grounded in collective agricultural practices at a higher level
than was the case in other regions. This in turn fostered autonomous
community economies.

However, development led villagers to rely on a mono-crop system
in agriculture. Consequently, villagers were forced to rely on staple food
being brought in from the outside. The untoward upshot was that it became
very difficult for villagers to sustain themselves.

To answer the urgent needs of the villagers a policy promoting
community enterprises was formulated and applied. New economic
techniques were accepted by the communities. Inured to collective decision

making, the villagers accepted the new ways with alacrity. Of importance is it
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that women began to adopt community-wide roles in a fashion previously
unseen in these communities, especially in regard to the roles they played in
new community enterprises.

2. Whether community enterprises were brought into communities and
whether once operational they were successful greatly depended on the
actions of community leaders. For in their leadership role, these community
leaders could motivate and encourage community members to see the
importance of adopting changes in order to improve their communities.

In addition, community enterprises engendered changes in an
indirect way. Community members learned the value of participating in work
and teamwork, a good starting point for further community development.

3. Community enterprises encouraged the use of beneficial ancestral
local wisdom. Although these communities only commanded a modicum of
business ability, community enterprises still gradually strengthened them.
However, at the initial stages, it was still necessary to depend on public sector
agencies and society outside of the communities.

4. Community enterprises created changes in the patterns of work
methods through the modernizing of techniques. New organizational
techniques were applied in the holding of regular community meetings.
Accounting systems were adopted allowing for inspection and verification of
accounts. These changes were beneficial to community development in the

long run.

)
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5. Community enterprises activities were partially responsible for
augmenting familial incomes. Members of the groups could spend free time
together in group activities engendering friendships. Such collective activities
had salutary affects on households and communities at large. Dispersal of
loyalties by community members decreased.

6. In the course of hypothesis testing, the researcher found that
differences in household factors were correlated with concomitant differences
in respect to household and community social change. Differences in the
factor of community relationships paralleled differences in household and
community social change. The differences engendered by the factor of
community enterprises being introduced into communities were associated
with concomitant differences in household and community social change at a
statistically significant level. The finding was congruent with the relevant set
hypothesis postulated for this investigation.

In addition, in detailed considerations, it was found that social change
in communities without community enterprises differed at a statistically
significant level from those having community enterprises in many aspects.
These differences were found in respect to the aspects of the attitudes of
household members and communities toward community enterprises;
characteristics of community society and culture; participation in community
activities; new technology being brought into the community; community

production of new products; economic changes; cultural changes; changes in

(10)
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the ways of life of community inhabitants; and social change in an overall

picture.
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