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Southeast Asian Musical Materials for Contemporary Composition

Abstract

The research Southeast Asian Musical Materials for Contemporary Composition
aims to study characteristic musical elements of each country in Southeast Asian along with
their historical context and cultures. Through fieldwork study, the collected data is
transformed into western contemporary composition in the form of symphonic poem. The
first part of the research aims to emphasize the five countries of the mainland Southeast
Asia: Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. The great ancient civilizations of
the five countries: Bagan, Angkor, Dvaravatiy, Lan Xang, and Champa are set as the theme for
the five movements of the Symphonic poem The Empires. Significant history and cultural
heritages of each empire are transmitted through musical materials of the mainland of
Southeast Asia including instruments and ensembles sound, rhythm, melodies, modes, as
well as musical characteristics and structures of each nation that are intermingled with
innovative contemporary composition techniques, projected through the sound of a western
orchestra. This methodology of integrating core research of Southeast Asian music into a
creative contemporary composition can serve as a means for cultural preservation and
promote musical identity of the mainland Southeast Asia in this contemporary society. Also,
the work can strengthen the cultural identity of the ASEAN community together with
advocating their heritage throughout the world.
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