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Abstract

This research had 2 objectives: 1) to capacitate local government authorities (LGAs) in
doing or participating in EIA/HIA processes, and 2) to develop a few LGAs to become good
examples of paradigm change, change in health concept and EIA/HIA via a few good people of

those LGAs as change agents.
This was a qualitative participatory action research with these key steps:

1. Review literatures regarding EIA/HIA in Thailand and other countries

2. Synthesize a drafted curriculum outline and present to an expert panel for their

comments and suggestions

3. Make connections with LGAs

4. Approach and work with a few good people of each LGA in lesson learned of their

previous EIA/HIA experiences

5. Synthesize the optimum functions and roles and preferred capacity of LGAs in

EIAZHIA

6. Empower LGAs in comprehension of their staff’s quality of life and environment-

related well-being of people in their responsibility

7. Share knowledge among LGAs to improve their capacity in EIA/HIA, and ask them

to make proposal to diminish current problems or improve their staff’s potentiality

8. Develop a drafted curriculum for EIA/HIA participation

9. Synthesize strategies/approaches to support policy and action plans in EHIA of

LGAs

10. Write the final report.

Key performance indicators of this project were 1) LGAs’ staff had knowledge,
understandings, and ability/potentiality in EHIA, 2) participating LGAs had structure and
activities in EHIA and health promotion, 3) participating LGAs were able to search data,
analyze, plan and implement, 4) participating LGAs were able to implement and summarize
their activities in EIA/HIA and health promotion for their staff, staff’s families and community

and even became show cases to other LGAs.

The authors could conduct the research and achieved as planned: LGAs’ action plans
on EIA/HIA and drafted curriculum. But after the first year, we faced several major obstacles
and could not make any progress. After discussion with Thailand Research Fund and her

experts, we agreed on 6-month extension of the project with some modifications of the



remaining research to be assessment of possibility and summary of 3 categories of
participating LGAs:

1. Go on as planned with LGAs that wanted to pursue the research

2. In-depth explore of LGAs that could not pursue the research and comprehend

their obstacles and problems

3. Modify the learning processes and activities to enhance understanding and

networking of LGAs that had potentials to pursue but taking more time.

In the final phase of trying out the drafted curriculum, the authors decided to conduct
in Ma-khlua-Kao Subdistrict LGA because of her readiness and commitment. Although there
were no big projects required EIA/HIA, several activities could negatively impact the health
and environment of the community such as pig farms. We made them clearly saw that HIA
could be used for small as well as big projects regardless of law requirement.

Two major outputs of this research are the HIA capacity building curriculum for LGAs
and successful cases of such LGAs with competent few good people for EIA/HIA participation.

The authors hope the curriculum will be used and further improved by concerned
bodies. Unfortunately, we could not claim that we had such successful LGAs. We assessed
that the reasons were lack of readiness of these LGAs and their staff, lack of confidence,
feeling powerless to resist industrial money power, and feeling helpless to prevent or diminish
environmental problems. These are likely resulted from non-optimum decentralization of

central government’s political power to LGAs.

Therefore, the authors recommend that political empowerment of LGAs be prerequisite of

capacity building of EIA/HIA participation.
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UssliunansenufadauInaauLazgunIw

Tunstineusuassdl AudduladantnausulitumaulIasIuaysn wagmAuIasuagdinuny

Feeglungundanunseulumsaniunumu EIA/HIA Teazideananisousy faseluil
1. fh
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2.1 WeANwALUINNENSNanen1sliAINIAIUNTIATIEINANTENUAING DN WAL
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HANSENUAIWINAON LATFUNTN
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Understanding of

Emvircnmental
and Health Impact
Developing Assesment f/  Organization
Praoject Capacity

%

Authority &
Responsibility

Al 4.3aﬂﬁmm§lumiﬁlﬂamu (Understanding of Environmental and Health Impact
Assessment)

o

Mornitoring

Developing
Project
Authority
Responsibility

Organization

Capacity
G

Basic
\ Community

Al 4.4 Sreutuveanisiiauslunisiineusu(Hierarchy of Understanding in Environmental

and Health Impact Assessment)

3.4.2 asAmuiluiide (589 “Envionment and Development #38UIARBULAZNNS
W laglvnnudAyiuesdniiug 3 Usenis boun nswens nssuiunmsinsieinanseny
AWINeY kasMheNUNNgItoiuNITIATILINANTENURWINR oY
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3.4.3 NSHANKAIWRIAAINS 9NTITeN 3.4.1 way 3.4.2 agliisnseusurIuNsdeans

A99n9(two ways communication)

M151994.8 AN IBEAINISHNBUTULINNTNNBIANTUNATRINDIDU iFUIasiualsn wazatinuny

o o v o FTULIAN -
YT WU WmeIng U0
(v.) )
1 dugwiewdile BA s 230 eosseainsal dun  Hdsmnasnuasusiouay
EHIA Snwn GAGHY
2 Environment and 230  easAnATY menad  fEungnisdaunden
Development / Uszdn
dawnndonuaznsiamn UNINGNFUNYATAERS
3 ayesAanus(1+2) 230 weesasel tude  f@emgsiueinie
9.05.0nATY Aead ﬁﬁwuwmﬁumé’am
9.03.989N501 UM QL%aa%qmﬁwuLﬁiwgﬁﬂLLaz
Shwn G

A i 1nsilneusHluidesi9g 910 IMeINITUTEIWIING RN YA TAERNS
3.5 35015 warn1sianan1suszLiiu

3.5.1 WuuNeEeUAN3 (Knowledge test) Ima@%mmmé‘mmsﬁﬂm%qLmé’amLLazé’mu
Uszuminerdainensenans luanvivermansawindey wasn1sineinansenuiawindey
FaferudmguarUszaunisalindndnudinailaensdesfinssuiunmeaeude

1. MINA@sUNauUdIoUTY (pre-test)
2. mMnedeumMendmnousuadad 1 (post-test I
3. msnadeuMenddnousAT 2 (post-test )
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ways communication) @udalenialifidrsmeusuldiinistnaniudeasdosiieg naenszoziian
N1SHNaUIH

dmsunisUseidiuna ganwlalduuunaaeuluimideiunnass wedaauiaudila u
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NINEINTEIINNIA wazdaunndon Fudumisnundnlunsgua uasinuiaunmdsnndon el
ogluAnnasgusudannden Insdrinanuulouisuazusy vie an. 1il438nsdanisanden
szAulATINIg M‘%@ﬁ%’fﬁ'ﬂﬁud%ﬂu project-based  environmental management A® AoIIN1T
Fufunsedeiiszansnmitelflassnistmundusiiunisluldegemuiu fosuuounisld
n3nens nMsvdnveads ievafi uazn1seuAuAInIINTazAnAL waziUAsuulaslassaiine uas
unumvthilvesdaadeuifertesllanunsgudunndey dsnsldvdnnsinseinanseny
Aauandas(Environmental Impact Assessment: EIA) Wugiwnslunisaidulasinsiamn Tned
TAnNansznuAanden wazidunsinununmdandouegisdsdu

Tniielidlafandnns warAIUnUIEv8INITIATILARANTENURIUINGDYN LazAT
Aetes 398015590590 Aden/Anunene vesiisuiiiieatodlinateniieau ng “n1s
Ansgrinansenudanandey (Environmental Impact Assessment or EIA)” Lodiglvilenumnumang
999F191 “MIAsEiNansEuAanadon” Bvaneniienu fwelud

United States Environmental Protection Agency (US-EPA) (1998) lalweniieny
294A171 EIA %39 Environmental Impact Assessment 1363l EIA is both a decision making
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process, and a document that provides a systematic, reproducible , and interdisciplinary
evaluation of the potential effects of a proposed action and its practical alternatives on the

physical, biological, cultural, and socioeconomic attributes of a particular geographical area.

United Nation Environment Programs %38 UNEP (2008) lal#aidninnig way
wuIAAYee EIA 13 Aa An EIA is a systematic process used to identify, evaluate and mitigate
the environmental effects of a proposed project prior to major decisions and commitments
being made. It wusually adopts a broad definition of ‘environment’ considering

socio-economic as well as environmental health effects as an integral part of the process.

Tnefl The main objectives of ElAs are to provide information on the
environmental consequences for decision-making, and to promote environmentally sound
and sustainable development through the identification of appropriate alternatives and

mitigation measures. The three central elements of an EIA are:

l. The establishment of environmental, socio-economic, and public health
baseline data for the project site before construction. A prognosis of the ‘zero alternative’ is

given, which is the expected development of the project site without project realization.

Il. The prediction and evaluation of potential direct and indirect

environmental, socio-economic, and public health impacts of the proposed project.

lll. The identification of appropriate alternatives and mitigation measures to

avoid, minimize, remediate or compensate for any environmental, socio-economic, and

public health impacts resulting directly or indirectly from the project.

Alan (1995) lalvianumuneves EIA 1331 EIA is essentially about optimizing
resources through an allocation of all resources, to achieve a balance between sustainable
development and environment protection. Of the factors of production, natural resources
(referred to in traditional economics simply as ‘land’), embrace land, water, air, forest,

fishing erounds, fauna, flora, and minerals.
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Naﬂﬁwuéfmqmmw 1”551’&5 “HIA or Health Impact Assessment is a combination of procedures,
methods and tools by which a policy, programme or project may be judged as to its
potential effects on the health of a population, and the distribution of those effects within

the population”
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Department of Health, Republic of Africa lAl#RIIAAAINVDIAIIT ATIATIEN
NANIZTNUNNEVNIN 1491 HIA (health impact assessment) is defined as: “A combination of
procedures, methods and tools by which a policy, programme or project may be judged as
to its potential effects on the health of a population, and the distribution of those effects

within the population.”

Thus, on the basis of the above definitions of environment health and health impact
assessment, EHIA can be described for the purpose of this guideline as the process of

examining the environmental risks arising from human activities that may have an impact on

the health of communities. kaglAoSUIBNITUIUNITIVUUVINITIATIARANTENUNINGUNIN
=) Y A
w3e HIA 17 fio

EHIA provides a systematic process through which health hazards; risks and
opportunities can be identified and addressed in a development activity planning process, to
avoid transfer of hidden health costs and to promote multi-sector responsibility for health

and well-being.

%ﬂﬂaagﬂ EHIA 3smae8s A multidisciplinary activity, crossing the boundaries between
the public health, healthcare, environment and social sciences aims at anticipating,
preventing and minimizing negative effects that might occur during construction and

operation of the project.
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