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Abstract

The story of Bangrachan in history was first transferred into literature in the
period of King Rama VI ; it was the poetry Lilit-Dan Sadudi Baan Bangrachan (poetry of
praising Bangrachan) written by Phraya Upakitsilapasarn. its aim is making “the spirit of
love in nation, religicn and king". Later, in the period of nation-building of the premier
Field Marshal Pibunsongkram, the story of Bangrachan in literature was developed to
chauvinistic theme as in Bangrachan, the novel of Mai Muangderm. Later, in the period
of polarization of political thought, Sawang Kwanboon wrote Leudneu Pli Peu Thai (the
blood is for Thai) for showing * the spirit of love in nation, independence and
sovereignty. Again, in the age of globalization, the story of Bangrachan in history is still
functioned in making historical consciousness as in Atita (the past), the novel of
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Abstract

This article aims to study the history of changing identites of the Kreng's
community in Cha-Aud district, Nakorn Sri Thammarat province after attempts in
establishing social order by the State through bureaucratic system. The study found that
due to Kreng's geography, which is peripheral from Nakorn Sri Thammarat, Pattalung,
and Songkla provinces, Kreng is remote from the State's authority and fitting to be a den
for various groups of criminals. The community had, therefore, formed self-governing
system, which emphasized unity and equity. Community legends and beliefs were
invented in order to indicate their origin as well as to develop their self-confidence when
they interacted with other communities. The community of extensive networking with its
adjacent communities and the image of sincere, generous but fearful friends was, thus,
Kreng's identity.

Through recent history the State initiated several attempts to establish
bureaucratic rule in Kreng. Due to the strong self-governing system, in the 1940s the
Krengs resisted state's power. However, in the 1950s onwards the State successfully
placed governing power on Kreng community through “Kamnan” ( an elected official
who looks after the general welfare of the community), "Pu Yai Baan” {a headman of a
village), and development of various infrastructures. The Krengs began to think that
interactions with the State offered them private and communal benefits. They also
started to feel alienated from their own past. At the same time, other communities
viewed Kreng as unfaithful, called it bandit community and also the most outmoded
among Songkla lake communities. Kreng atiempted to change by demanding the
State’s administration in order to be equally developed as other communities in

Thailand.
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