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Abstract

This article applies “Intertextuality” as a concept for analysis of the conflict of
Pak Mun dam. The main argument here is that the conflict was not only a problem of
resource management, but it was also a politics of truth in Thai society. This manifests
two dynamics of truth management. First, the truth of Pak Mun dam was constructed
under different “epistemic framework”. The pro and the con dam groups separately

made their own “discourses” to contend and counter each other in diverse social space.
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However, the content of their discourse is not completely separate from one another.
Although the pro and the con groups may present arguments against each other, they
also referred and borrowed from discourses of the other. This process resulted in the
complexity and the elusiveness of the truth of Pak Mun dam. Second, Thai society is not
interested in and ignores the politics of truth. In the Pak Mun dam case study, so far, we
are not able to draw a clear-cut conclusion of “the truth". “Let the truth naturally and
automatically go silent” seems to be our tradition or our way of dealing with "a truth”.
This tradition can be illustrated in several dramatic events in the past: the truth about 6
October 1972, the truth about terrorism, and the truth about the assassination of

community leaders who resisted unjust and hegemonic power.
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Abstract

Documents written by Western travelers to Siam are useful sources for a study of
the Siamese's way of life, and their culture from a different angle. Traveis in Indo-China,
Siam, Cambodia, Laos & Central parts of Indo-China was written by Henri Mouhot; a
French explorer in 19" century who came to Siam during the reign of King Mongkut. This
book, published in 1863, explains the Siamese society under the reign of King Mongkut,
Accarding to Mouhot's experience, he criticized and compared different societies based
on his points of view. Moreover, several drawings in this travelogue represent Mouhot's
impressions of this region.

The abjective of this article is to study Mouhot's opinions about Thai society
during the 19" century, through a method of descriptional analysis. Then, study the
socio-cultural context of France in 19" century before comparing Mouhot's opinion to
another Frenchman.,

| believe that an understanding of cultural origin and background of each

occidental document helps researchers to better evaluate the merits of the documents.
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Abstract

This monograph is an analysis of plays written by King Rama V in dramatic
paradigm with an attempt to experiment the studying process. Such an attempt is based
on a hypothesis that it “will open up the imaginary space”. For the purpose of this study,
the plays from various manuscripts and publications had been categorized into two
groups. The first group is intended to be suitable for performed cn stage and produce
dramatic aesthetics among the audience while the latter is intended to produce laughter
among the readers and the audience. The result indicates that by studying King Rama
V's plays, the royal dramatic genius and intuition as a playwright, a music selector, a

casting director, a director and a producer is perceived.
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