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Title : The Factors of Self-Care Agency in School Children with
Chronic Illness
Researchers ¢ MS.DARUNEE JONGUDOMKARN, et al
Year of Study : 1995
Abstract :

The purpose of this research was to investigate the factors
involved in the ability of school children with chronic illness
to take care themselves, based on Orem’s self-care theory. The
instrument used in this study was a set of questionnaire which is
constructed by the researchers. The questionnaire was composed of
ten power components of self-care agency which were announced by
the Nursing Development Conference Group (NDCG, 1979). Instrument
development was also based on human development and chronic
illness. The first 70 items in the questionnaire were checked by
five experts in nursing theory and pediatric nursing for their
content validity. The remained of 35 items were tried out with 18
child patients were not included in the sample. This
questionnaire was analyzed by Cronbach’s alpha for their
reliability co-officient. The averagse score was 0.76. The
questionnaire were improved to be 40 items and tried out with 80
child patients. The cronbach’s alpha Co-efficient was 0.86 and
O:BO for being tried out again with 510 samples. The t-~test was
used Lo analyze the discrimination power of questionnaire items.
Hach item showed highly statistic differences (t = 6.87-15.5% if

t > 1.96, indicating a high power discrimination). The



J
questionnaire was then used for collecting data from 510 samples
who attended the out patient department of Khon Kaen hospital and
Srinakarin hospital. The data was analyzed by using the factor
analysis technique. Factors were selectad by the principal
components analysis and were rotated by using the varimax method.
Factors that were consistently valued at more than 0.40 and
composed of more than 2 items were selected for interpretation.

Ten factors emerged after rotation. These factors were 1)
Motivation/goal orientation toward self-care; 2) Maintaining
attention and requisite vigilances 3) Acquiring, retaining and
operationalizing technical knowledge about self-care; 4) Decision
making about self-care; 5) Controlled use of the available
physical energy and control of the position of the body (being
composed of 2 power components): 6) Ordering discrete self-care
actions: 7) Reasoning with in a self-care frame of reference; 8)
Repertoire of skills for self-care; 9) Maintaining attention and
requisite vigilance. (being repeated of number 2): and 10}

Integrating self-care operations with other aspects of living.



