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This research is aimed at studying; 1) the extension measures
to promote the community forestry of the Reforestation and
Extension Center I (Mahasarakham), 2) perceptions, attitudes and
behaviors of the pecpla towards the tree nursery and communtty
plantation activities, 3) factors which relate to the attitudes and
behaviors of the peopls towards the tree nursery and community
plantation activities, 4) opinions and behaviors of the pecple
towards the training activities, and 5) problems in the extension

of community forestry.




The study of the concepts of community forestry, extension
measures, cultural adoption and related studies and research have
Deen reviewed and furnished the framework for designing this
research.

The study was made through the quantitative and qualitative
study, field interview and fiald observation at the representative
target groups. The study of tree nursery activities was conducted
with 158 persons at Ban Khu Thohg and Ban Nong Pug Wan of Chiang
Yuen District, and Ban Khee of Kosum Pisai District of Mahasarakham
Province. The study of the community plantation was done with 155
persons at Ban Kham Pea and Ban Non Sri Sawat of Chiang Yuen
District and Ban Khao of Kosum Pisai District of Mahasarékham
Province. The study of training activities was made with 33 parsons
who had attended the training courses conducted by the Center during
the fiscal years 1991-1993.

The Statistical Package for the Social Science program
(SPSS) for microcomputer was employed to analyse the data to find

means, percentages, Chi-Square and stepwise multiple regression.

The Research Findings

1. The community forestry extension measures being executed by
the Reforestation and Extension Center I (Mahasarakham) focus on
forest resources development. The concept of community forastry is
extensively promoted to encourage the people in the target areas to
change their careers from native agricuiture to the new careers )like

community plantation, tree nursery, reforestation and agroforastry.




The target areas cover about 80 viliages per year in 4 provinces of
the Northeastern region; Mahasarakham, Khon Kaen, Karasin, and
Roi Et.

2. The perception of most of the pecples towards tree nursery
and community plantation activities is at the middle level. The
perception in terms of the comparative use and the corrasponding to
community conditions 1is at the high level. The attitudes towards
the tree nursery extension are in at middle, negative and positive
levels respectively. The attitudes towards ths community plantation
extension are in at middle, positive and negative levels -
respectively.

The behaviors of the people in terms of the tree nursery and
community plantation being operated are in at middle, low and high
levels respectively.

3. The factors related to thes attitudes of the population
towards the tree nursery which were tested by Chi-Square at 95.0
percent reliability are incomes, perception about the extension
measures, perception about the 1levels of extension measures,
perception of information by the mass communication, and perception
corresponding to community conditions. The factors which related to
the attitudes towards the community plantation are incomes,
perception about extension measures, perception about the lavels of
extension  measures, perception of information by the mass
communication, perception in terms of comparative use, and

perception corresponding to community conditions.




4. The factors related to the behaviors of the population
towards the tree nursery which were tested by stepwise multiple
regression at 95.0 percent reliability are perception about the
levels of extension measures and agricultural careers which can be
used to forecast the behaviors about 30.04 percent (R2 = 0.30042).
The factors related to the behaviors of the population towards the
community plantation are perception about the levels of the
extansion measures,perception corresponding to community conditions
and age which can be used to forecast the behaviors about 47.23
percent (RZ = 0.47228).

5.Regarding the ideas and behaviors of the population towards
the training activities, most of the population knew that the
courses of forest resources conservation and development,the forest
plantation and maintenance, and the fruit trees diversification
techniques are useful and being extensively applied at the high
lavel.

6. The problems can be classifiad into categories as follows:

6.1 The problems at the extension supervisors level are :-
1) salinity of soil and water,
2) the long period of hot weather and drought, and
3) the conflicts among people in the utilization of
public lands for community plantation.
6.2 The problems at the population level are :-
1) insufficient seedlings from the center,
2) insufficient technical instruction from the

center's officers,




3) less attention from some of the population to take
care of the community plantation,

4) less attention from the center’s officers to
continuously monitor and evaluate the community
plantation activities,

5) less chance to distribute the knowledge gained
from the training courses, and

6) insufficient lands for the production according to

the community forestry concepts.




