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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the
existing situations, problems and the results of teaching
the occupational electives at the lower secondary level

in the schools wunder the Jurisdiction of Udornthani

Provincial Primary Education Office. The sampling group
consisted of 240 subjects of sixty school principals,
120 occupational instructors, and 60 secondary school
educational guidance teachers. The questionnaires were

used to collect the data. The collected data were
than analyzed to find percentage, mean (;) and standard

deviation.



The results :

1. Eighty-five percent of the educational
opportunity-extension schools were situated within the
communies. Prior to the start of the program, most of the
schools were not quite ready in terms of adequate
classroons. However, there was no shortage of students as
the schools followed the instructions from the National
Primary Educational Office. The student remained in school
because they paid no tuition and fees, the schools were
close to their homes and they could commute between home
and school very conveniently. The schools gave equal
weight to both academic and occupational subjects.

2. In offering occupational subjects, the teachers
were allowed to take part in determining which subjects to
‘teach. This was done according to the teachefs’ readiness
and the availability of instructional materials. The most
frequently offerred occupational subjects included: woman
dressmaking, electrical wiring, native chicken raising,
welding, vegetable gardening, masonry. After the training,
the students were able to use these skills for personal
and social benefits. The schools allotted 66.67 % of
course time for off-class practicunm, using multi-purpose
buildings and other unoccupied areas on the campus.

3. The problems encountered by the schools included:

1) Problems about personel: sixty-five percent of
the schools did not have adequate number of teachers

according to the teacher-student ratio as set up by the



)
Civil Teachers’Comnuission, especially the vocational
subject teachers. For this reason the schools had to resort
to inviting local help for substitute.

2) Most of the schools did not have vocational
practice rooms or training shops.

3) The schools did not have adequate quantity of
materials or tools for training such as sewing machines,
electrical welding tools, ete. To solve the problem, the
schools resorted to renting tools and equipmant from local
owners or other nearby schools.

4) The schools received very limited budget which
came in the form of supplement funds. There were inadequate
supplies of per-capita equipment and supplies and were
always late to arrive for use.

4. The schools vwere quite suecessful in inculcating
in the mind of the students the values of honesty and hard
working. The schools were always ready to assist the
students to prepare themselves for future work and
employment.. This was shown by the "high" level of success.
Howewer, the schools’ perfarmance was shown at the "low"
level in terms of assisting the students to earn enough

income while studying in school.



