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The fuel production business in the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand) is
noWadays considered to be conducted at an advanced level meeting
international standards. However, fossil fuels are consumables pumped from
or otherwise extracted at subterraneous levels with some exceptions. It is
estimated that fossil fuels may well be completely depleted relatively soon.
These states of affairs are connected with the high level of current fuel prices.
It has accordingly become urgent to develop and produce alternative fuel
sources. However, this new business has commenced operations in the midst
of the era of globalization characteristically replete with rapid changes in
technology. Furthermore, state agencies and existing laws find it virtually
impossible to keep pace with these developments in an efficacious manner.

When considering types of fuel, the researcher found that consumed at

the highest level are diesel fuels. It is used in a variety of businesses,
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especially in agriculture and industry. The fuel production business 1s
conducted using technology suitable for factories since involving advanced
industrial-scale production technology. Moreover, the production of
alternative fuels exclusively uses organic substances, whether plant products
or animal or vegetable fats and oils. Furthermore, inasmuch as Thailand is an
agricultural country, it has high potentialities as a producer of alternative
fuels. Therefore, the alternative fuel production business requires less
governmental support and eases the burden on the public sector. At present,
subsequently, biodiesel fuel is the alternative fuel used in Thailand.

Findings are as follows:

The biodiesel production business can be conducted at the community
level by promoting “community biodiesel” production as a community
entérprise. If this business is expanded and developed at the community level,
all communities will have biodiesel for consumption purposes in their own
communities. This will reduce the need to import diesel fuel from abroad in
addition to providing a mechanism for generating sustainable incomes for
communities if the biodiesel fuel produced at the community level is sold to
community members as well as to residents of nearby communities.

However, findings also indicate that there are still a variety of problems
in and obstacles to enforcing the laws regulating the promotion of the
community biodiesel production business as community enterprises, as in the
case of the Community Enterprise Promotion Act, B.E. 2548 (2005).

Problems flowing from this law concern the stipulations for the required
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qualifications of the representatives of community enterprises in addition to
the stipulations governing the required qualifications for the members of the
Community Enterprise Promotion Committee, etc.

There are also legal problems connected with untoward factors in the
promotion of this business such as those stemming from the National Urban
Communities and Village Fund Act, B.E. 2547 (2004). This Act poses
problems vis-3-vis the factor of providing supporting capital obtained from
the public sector. One difficulty is that the amount of loans allowed is
insufficient and loan conditions cannot be met to satisfy the needs of
community enterprise businesses.

The Land Reform for Agriculture Act, B.E. 2518 (1975) also poses
legal problems in respect to the factor of land to be used for the production of
plaﬁts as raw materials in the production of alternative fuel.

Thus, it is indubitable that these laws are very important for the
promotion of this alternative fuel business that can be conducted as a
community enterprise. Nevertheless, it remains the case that the
aforementioned laws are incompatible with and inappropriate to the biodiesel
production business at the community level.

Therefore, in the view of the researcher, the primary step to be taken to
ameliorate this untoward situation is to amend the Community Enterprise
Promotion Act, B.E. 2548 (2005). In addition, other laws concerned should
also be amended such that the number of complex steps required are reduced,

not to speak of the need to augment the degree of public support offered these
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community enterprise businesses. These measures should be set forth in a

clear and appropriate manner to the end of what would be most beneficial for

the majority of future consumers in the whole country.
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