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Project Code: RDG48H0013

Project Title: Ethics of Care in Confucius' Philosophy
Researcher: Miss Muanmard Mookpradit

E-mail Address: muanmard_m@yahoo.co.th

Project Duration: 15 August 2005 — 14 February 2007

This research concerns Confucius philosophy as appeared in the Lun Yu. It
stresses the point that human beings in Confucius cosmology are social beings, with
family as a foundation for their ethical life. Family serves as a primary force in ethical life
both in temporal and in importance. Confucius philosophy paints the picture of concentric
circles, consisting in family ties, which serve as model for relationship between king and
subject. Relationship at the level of the state, in terns, mirrors the way of heaven. These
considerations serve as foundations to explore the similarities and concordance between
Feminist Care ethics and Confucian philosophy. This research points out that both
philosophies view “self” as relational, non-atomistic, unlike that proclaimed by traditional
philosophies in the West. The way in which ethical deliberation and ethical cultivation can
be achieved in Confucius thoughts, implies holistic self where dualistic split between
reason and emotion does not work. Confucius suggests that human beings need to be
cultivated as one would cut, carve, and polish a piece of jade. He clearly indicates that a
virtuous person does not only perform moral calculation but is the one who feels. A
virtuous person is akin to a moral artist who relies on his good taste as a heuristic guide.
The non-dualistic quality in Confucius philosophy paves the way for possible

conversations between Confucian and Care ethics.

Keyword: Confucius Ethics, Ethics of Care, Human-heartedness, Rites
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