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The security of the life and property of citizens is a major policy
concern for all governments. As such, they must pay very close heed to issues
of safety when it comes to the construction and maintenance of buildings.

In the Kingdom of Thailand, there have been many accidents involving
building construction and maintenance resulting in untold losses in property
and life. The cause basically stems from an absence of appropriate safety
standards applicable to buildings.

Being aware of the problem, the government began to correct the
problem through the issuance of ministerial regulations in B.E. 2548 (2005)
regarding the types of buildings that require inspections to be carried out by
qualified inspectors. The ministerial regulations determine specific

qualifications which inspectors must have in addition to the criteria which
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must be satisfied before they can be licensed and the grounds under which
their licenses can be revoked. These ministerial regulations were designed to
ensure basic safety standards are met in the construction and maintenance of
buildings.

Building inspectors are important because they are involved in
determining whether legally validated safety standards are met when
buildings are inspected. Building inspectors must be fully cognizant of both
the legal and engineering aspects of official and legally validated safety
regulations as applied to buildings. Otherwise, building inspectors would be
unable to analyze problems and properly grasp the reasons why certain
building conditions and systems of maintenance, as well as concomitantly
used equipment, may be unsafe. As is obvious, building inspectors must be
knowledgeable and skillful in various fields, including aspects of the law,
engineering, the health sciences, environmental studies, and techniques of fire
prevention and suppression, as well as in the internal management of
buildings.

However, as a new law, the building inspection law specified the
required qualifications of inspectors in much too general a fashion. Moreover,
building inspectors have thus far had little experience in building inspections.
This is due to the fact that the criteria for the qualifications deemed necessary
for licensing building inspectors do not completely reflect safety standards
actually required in proper building inspection. The knowledge and skills

building inspectors actually have, penalties for unlawful acts perpetrated by
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building inspectors, and the fact that building inspectors are sometimes
controlled by outside organizations or agencies often enough violate the law
regulating the licensing of building inspectors. This lamentable state of affairs
has had highly deleterious consequences for public safety and the security of
life, limb and property for members of the general public. This is patently a
matter which needs to be addressed with great alacrity.

Therefore, building inspectors should be licensed in such a manner that
they will be qualified and duty-bound to carry out the dictates of the law
correctly and in strict adherence to lawfully promulgated safety standards. To
this end, the apposite ministerial regulations of B.E. 2548 (2005) should be
amended such that they reflect the specific qualifications that must be met by
building inspectors, state specific criteria for licensing, and give unequivocal
grounds for the revocation of licenses in addition to stating precisely how
licensees should be registered and the criteria building inspectors must use in
carrying out building inspections. Explicitly required would be direct
statements of the necessary qualifications of those who receive licenses as
building inspectors. It should be precisely and unequivocally stated just what
knowledge, skills and expertise building inspectors must have in order to be
licensed by the authorities in addition to stating how building inspections
should be conducted and what equipment would be required to carry out
proper inspections. It would also be required that building inspectors must
work in a team of inspectors each member of which has the requisite

specialized knowledge and expertise for each aspect of building construction
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and maintenance such that an overall judgment can be made for a given
building as a whole on the basis of expert judgment made collectively by a
team of well-qualified and highly skilled building inspectors.

Training programs regarding building safety and required inspection
equipment should be organized in order to train and further develop the
capabilities of building inspectors. Appropriate penalties should be
determined such that building inspectors could be punished in cases in which
accidents occur because of the incompetence, negligence, absence of
diligence, or wrongdoings of building inspectors. This will ensure that
building inspectors are meticulous in building inspection and conduct accurate
inspections. They should be honest and evince professional ethics so that it
shall be ensured that their inspections and the equipment they use meet
international standards. If so, this would go far in the overall task of

guaranteeing public safety and social well-being in the future.
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