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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were : 1) to study the
implementation of local public address centers 2) to study general
characteristics of farmers 3) to study the opinions of farmers
towards the tape-recording programs on agricultural knowledge
through local public address centers 4) to study the relationship
of the opinions of farmers with some general characteristics
5) to study their problems and needs towards the tape-recording
programs on agricultural knowledge.

A sample of 301 farmers and 10 local public address
center operators in Changwat Nakorn Ratchasima were selected by
multi-stage sampling methods. Interview schedules were data
collection instrument. Data were analysed by computer with the
Statistical Package for Social Sciences Program (SPSS). Frequency,
percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation and Chi-square vere

statistical methods of analysis.



The findings of this study were as follows :

Most of villages had 1 local publig address center, situating
at a local leader house and they were'built by the budget from the
menbers of parliament. Local leaders were the operators of local
public address center for an average of 5.5 years and they paid
2,400 baht per year for the operating cost. The major problen was
the damage of broadcasting equipment.

The majority of local public address centers were on-air once
a day at 05.30-08.00 a.m., transnitted from The Radio Thailand,
played agricultural knowledge tape-recording and vocational programs.
The operators received agricultural knowledge tape-recording from
agricultural extension workers one cassette per month, on-air once
a week, once a day and one story. The operators thought that,
they needed money support for an average of 480 baht per month.
They should get financial support for new broadcasting equipment,
the providing of agricultural knowledge tape-recording.

The majority of respondents were male with an average age of
45.0 years. They had only the primary school education. The average
farpn holding area was 26.3 rai per fapmily. The farmland was in both
jrrigation and rainfed areas. The rice growing was a main occupation
and working as partially hired labours was minor, annual average
income was 52,278 baht. The average size of the family were 5
persons, with a labour force of 3 persons. Most of them received
the training in agricultural knowledge, they were members of the
Bank for Agriculture and Cooperatives, had been receiving knowledge
from many sources of media and most from local public address center.

Their houses were far from the local public address center for an



average of 185 meters.

The majority of local public address centers were on-air once
everyday with a good sound clarity. Most of programs they listened
to were agricultural knowledge and vocational occupation. They needed
to expose to government and local news. All farmers listened to
agricultural knowledge tape-recording programs at 06.30-07.00 a.m..
The agricultural knowledge listened which was used most on their farm
was rice growing. The & topics which were most needed for listening
were integrated farming, vegetable growing, livestock production,
fruit gardening, rice growing, pest control, fertilizer application,
and fishery. They expressed that the format of agricultural knowledge
programs, timing, language and announcer presentation were appropriated.

The majority of farmers preferred listening to subjects related
to their occupation in rice growing, integated farming and livestock
production. The program should be a 15 minute presentation, be on-air
at 06.00-07.00 a.m., be presented in local dialect and Thai language.
Answering agricultural problem was the program format that most needed
by the majority of farmers.

The comparisons of the opinions of farmers who were different in
irrigation and rainfed area, training, annual income,and distance from
house to local public address center with their listened agricultural
knowledge showed significant differences at.05 confidence level.

The opinions of farmers who were different in training, annual
income, farm land holder, irrigation and rainfed ares, and distance
from house to local public address center had significant differences
at .05 confidence level with utilized agricultural knowledge for

vocational improvement.



The opinions of farmers who were different in annual income,
education level, irrigation and rainfed area, and distance fron
house to local public address center had significant differences
at .05 confidence level with agricultural knowledge needed.

Recommendations from the study were : 1) should study farmers’
needs on subject matters of agricultural knowledge 2) extention
workers should advise operators to select suitable knowledge for
broadcasting 3> should be a short story and continuous pre;entation
4) agricultural knowledge programs should be 15 minutes 5 should be
broadcasting at 08.00-07.00 a.m. 6) progranm presentation be in local
dialect and Thai language 75 progran format should be answering
agricultural problem, news, talk and pusic and farmer interview
8) announcer should be both male and female and 9) groups of
listeners should be established according to their needs for

agricultural knowledge.



