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Abstract

Project Code : BGJ4480033
Project Title : The Adaptation of Fertility Behavior among Immigrant from Myanmar in

Thailand

Investigator : Assoc. Prof. Varachai Thongthai, Mahidol University

Wng. Ddr. Ngamlamai Peailueang The Royal Thai Air Force Academy

E-mail Address : prvit@mahidol.ac.th ngamlamai@hotmail.com

Project Period : 2002-2005

Immigrants from Myanmar in Thailand are found in large numbers within Thailand
and along the borders. They are spread out along the border of provinces of Thailand, working
as legal and illegal migrants, and spending their daily lives and working with Thais. Objective
of this study is to investigate the adaptation pattern of fertility behavior with particular focus on
the assimilation, disruption, and biculturalism explanations of the adaptation among Myanmar
immigrant women living at the Thai-Myanmar border. In addition, fertility expectation will be
examined in order to predict the strength forward of the fertility behavior explanation among
immigrants. This analysis uses data from the Kanchanaburi project 2000 and 2001 collected
by Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University. Married women were
interviewed retrospective fertility and migration information in 24 communities of four districts
along the border of Kanchanaburi province, which located in Western part of Thailand. Parity
progression and intention to have more child are the indicators of fertility behavior. Use of the
technique of event history analysis and multivariate life table has provided probability of having
parity progression by comparing fertility behavior between natives and immigrants in the same
area. The analysis shows the explanation of adaptation of immigrant fertility behaviors during
three decades, 1970-1980, 1980-1990 and 1990-2000 periods. Socio-economic and cultural
variables also contribute to examine in this study. The results show that the hypothesis of an
assimilation pattern of fertility adaptation is rejected as the findings that, there are significantly
different fertility patterns between natives and immigrants, but that there is no statistically
difference between the two groups of immigrants. However, the resuits show some evidence
of decline in the probability of immigrants who have lived in Thailand for a long period of time

proceeding to higher parities. In addition, immigrants who live longer intend to add less child

than ones who live shorter.
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