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Abstract

Problems of utilizing television as media for rural development has been
investigated. A governmental television channel  (Channed 11, Khon kaen) was
selected for the study . A total of 300 people including personels of Channel 11,
(Khon Kaen) and audicnces were specifically sampled. Data was collected from the
questionnaires  , interviews and related television programs . The rosults obtained
were expressed as frequency, percentage, averages and t-test .

The outputs of this study indicated that male and female audicnces were
cqual in numbers (average age 17.5 years-old, secondary level of education). Most
audiences used color televisions of their own. Average duration of using tele vision
was 8.6 years . Television watching happened in both moming and afternoon
sessions . Longer period of watching occumred during weekend momings wad during
the weekends in general . However, the average time spent for television watching
did not differ between working days and weekends i.e. approximately 4 hours peyr
day.

Most audiences preferred watching Channel 7 at the same time leaving
Channel 11 (Khon Kaen) as the last channel to watch. The programs most prefemred
from Channel 11 were musics and sports .

Suggestions for improvement for Charmel 11 (Khon Kaen) from audiences
included picture quality, presentation techniques for better sound and pictures . Male
and female aundiences expressed different opinions towards improvement of the
Channel . The two groups also held different interest with differeni frequency of
watching .

Major problems experienced by Channel 11 (a regional television channel )
in its rural development roles included:

1. Competition among «ianncls .

2. Lack of budget .

3. Lack of training and well trained personcls .



4. Unclear policy regarding its roles towards rural development .

5. Its main function as a television channel for education .

Recommendations from the investigation results were as follows:

L. Channel 11 (Khon Kaen) should be allowed to act purely as a regional
charmel (i.e. northeast Thailand)

2. A seperate channel should be set up to deal specially for all educational
programs.

3. Research should be conducted periodically to monitor the necd and
interest of the audicnces throughout the region so that the information can be used

to adjust . change or improve the programs to be televised by the regional chammel .
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