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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were : 1) to study selected
socio-economic characteristics of farmers who grew tomato for
seed production in contract farming, 2} to study culturail
practices of tomato seed production under contract farming, 3) to
gtudy the extension operation of contract farming and 4) to study
the opinions of participating farmers towards contract farming.

The study sample consisted of 226 farmers in Changwat Khom
Kaen who grew tomato for seed production under contract farming

in 1992. The farmers were sefected from 183 memherﬁ'of A.G. Seeds




Co., Ltd. and 43 members of Adams Enterprised Co., Ltd. by
using multi-stage sampling technique. The constructed interview
schedules were used to collect the data which were gtatistically
analysed by using computer with the Statistical Package for Social
Seciences (SPSS) Program. Frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean,
atandard deviation, t-test and F-teat were used to analyse and
compare the data. The results of the study were the followings :

The farmers had the average age of 3%.4 vyears. The
average labor forces were 2.7 peraons per family. The average
area of cultivated land was 26.5 rai per family. The wmain
occupation of the farmers was vice growing. Tomato seed
production was their secondary occupation and they had planted
tomato for the average of 4.3 years.

The average tomato planting area was 0.35 rai per family,
average gseed yield was 23.8 kilograms Pper rai and average
price was 1,844.2 baht per kilogram. The average income Wwas
33,250.7 baht per rai per year while the average cost in cash was
17,388.6 baht per rai.

Most of the farmers knew about the registration schedules
for tomato seed production members from company extension agents.
The contracts between the companies and the farmers were done in
written forms. The farmers practised tomato geed production
according to the recommendations of the companies' extenmsion
agents.

The companies paid the money to the farmers in cash for 2
times. buring planting the farmers were supervised by the

company extemsion agents for the average of 3.6 times a week.




The farmers Wwanted additional knowledge on tomato pest
control and hybridization technology. The farmers viewed
that the agreement was very important in contract farming.
They stated that the standard of seed moisture content, place for
selling and payment were suitable., The farmers suggested that
the company eXxtension agents should speak local dialect to them.

Comparing the farmers’ opinions toward the companies’
extension operation, production techniques, seed quality,
marketing, finance and supervision, 1t was found that there
were statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level on
sex of the farmers, agricultural group membership, the size of
family's agricultural land, number of years of growing tomate, and
income from tomato geed production.

The recommendations  from the study were : 1) should
organize meetings 1o explain the details of the contract to
farmers and related government officials should be invited to
join the meetings, 2} farmers should be trained about tomato pest
control and tomato hybridization before planting, 3) the
companies should pay the whole amount of money at one time to
farmers within 30 days after seed selling, 4) the companies
should support necessary inputs in form of c¢redit to farmers,
5} 1integrated pest control should be promoted to farmers,
5) technology should be transferred to farmers by using
1ocal dialect, 7) supervision of the company extension agents
should be taken place in the morning while farmers working in the
field, 8) duration of contract farming ghould be in long term for
3-5 years and 9) should encourage farmers fo form production

groups.




