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ABSTRACT

This study examined the German migration to Pattaya, Thailand, focusing on
migrants’ motivations, lifestyle, social networks and integration. The empirical data of this
study were based on six months of ethnographic research in Pattaya and 12 in-depth
interviews with German migrants, particularly in the settings of two German social
organizations: the German Language Pattaya Expats Club and the Meeting Center Pattaya.
The researcher discussed the relocation of German nationals to Pattaya using lifestyle
migration, a relatively new concept in migration studies, as a key theoretical framework.
The concept of lifestyle migration is useful to understand the German migration to Pattaya
given that most migrants were motivated in searching for a better way of
life.Furthermore,this study found that Thai women played an important role in the German
migration to Pattaya.Romantic/sexual and marital relationships with Thai women were
involved in almost every aspect of migrants’ lives, especially migration motivation and the
enhanced lifestyle migrants enjoyed. Hence, in the case of German migration to Pattaya,
the researcher argued that lifestyle migration and marriage migration were closely linked.

Pattaya, a well-known established international tourist destination, played a
vital role in shaping migrants’ lifestyle and relationships with local inhabitants. In the
international setting of Pattaya, German migrants live as if they were in Germany,
surrounded by well-developed infrastructure, good quality medical facilities and German
communities. Choosing Pattaya as a residential destination implies migrant’s desire to
extend their privilegestatus as tourist for their long term stay as well as to lead a life of
their choice at a distance from their Thai in-laws. Findings also revealed that the
interactions between German migrants and Thais were mainly those between patrons and
clients rather than friends and neighbors. In the lack of formal recognition and assistance
from German and Thai governmental bodies, German speaking social circles provided
support and assistance for the German migrants in Pattaya.
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