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ABSTRACT

This study has the following objectives : 1) to study the
physical and biological characteristics of Wat Udomkhongkhakhirikhet
and to analyze the development history of the temple forest of Wat
Udomkhongkhokhirikhet; 2) to study the management of forest resources
by Wat UdomkhongkhakKhirikhet; 3) to analyze the roles of people
involving in the management of the temple forest resources, 4) to
study the opinion of the local organizations about people partieipation

in the forest resource management.



The study was a gualitative study, using interview-guidelines
along with direct observation. The key informants were : the leading
members of the temple, both the formal and the non-formal leaders of
the concerned villages topether with some involved villagers, and the
officials in charge.

The research has found that Wat UdomkhongkhakKhirikher, located
in Tombon Nagam of Amphoe Manchakhiri, Chang wat Ehon EKaen, shares
the border with Phoopha Daeng which is a part of rhe WNational Forest
Reservation Zone (Fhoak Luang Forest, Conecession Plot No.3). The
temple has the total area of 500 rai. Three neighbouring communities
around the temple, consisting of Ban Soak Yai, Ban Soak Namkhoon and
Ban Don Kaen Town, usually participate im all activities of the temple.
The temple was set up in 1949 by a highly respected monk at the time,
named Luang Poo Phang. Later, in 1980, it was legalized under the
name “Wat Udomkhongkha Ehirikhet”

The forest resource, within the temple area of 500 rai, has been
cooperatively managed by three local organizations. Thev are : 1} the
temple group consisting of the monks, the nuns and the novices: 2)
the formal village committees from the three neighbouring communities:
and 3) the temple-interested groups from the three communities. These
three organization have informally set up rules and regulations
concerning religious rites, forest resource conservation, and land-use
pattern, to be implemented in the ftorest resource managament .

The study has also found that the four significant roles of
people involving in the managemant of the temple forest resource are:
1) the temple group performed the most significant role in
transterring the conscicnce about the forest resource conservation to
the communities, 2) all the three local organizations equally

performed the signiticant role in maintaining traditiomal belief in



forest rescurce conservation; 3) the temple group and the Fformal
village committees performed the most significant role in planting
and developing the forest resource; and &) the role of encouraging
the local people to participate in the forest resource managament was
performed only by the temple group and the formal village committees,
because the temple-interested groups themselves were the actors of
participation.

Regarding the opinion about people participation in the forest
resource management, all the three local organizations completely

agreed in common te such an approach.



