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Abstract

The objectives of this study are 1) to study the physical characteristics of the Lho-Yo community, Mae Chan
District, Chiang Rai Province, 2) to study the Akha wedding customs and the Kulah house culture that will lead to
tourism promotion and 3) to propose suggestions for planning and designing the development of Kulah homestays and
promoting community areas for public relations. To restore the fading culture of Akha weddings and preserve this
cultural uniqueness, area development plans for Chiang Rai province and communities were analyzed for social
integration patterns and physical characteristics by using the Image of the City theory as well as the community design
and planning theory. Research findings suggested 3 basic community sectors:1) an area for welcoming tourists, 2) an
area for romantic homestays developed from Kulah bride’s houses to promote Akha culture and way of life, and 3) a
public area for organizing activities which tourists can experience marriage traditions. These areas can be used as a
source of learning and creating new experiences in cultural tourism and marriage traditions through conservation
development. The implications of this study are useful for promoting cultural tourism of Akha wedding traditions

along with restoring community’s lifestyle and identity.

Keywords: Cultural Tourism, Lho —yo Community, Akha Marriage Traditions, Chiang Rai Province
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