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ABSTRACT

‘This descriptive research aimed to study health care seeking behavior, social
support, social resources as well as to investigate relatiohship between social support,
social resources and health care seeking behavior in parents whose under five years old
children had acute respiratory infection.

Two hundreds ninety parents of under five years old children with acute
respiratory infection being diagnosed at four community hospitals in Kalasin during

December 1995 to March 1996, were included in the study.



The research tool was questionnaire consisted of three main parts; social support,
social resources and health care seeking behavior. The social support and social resources
parts were developed by the researcher based on findings from the pilot study and
House's (1981). Whereas the health care seeking behavior part was based on Kleinman'’s
(1980). Data were then analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and chi-square test.

Results indicated the following.

1. Modern medicine was utilized in every symptom related to acutela respiratory
infection. Hearth care seeking behaviors were occurred, at the highest‘ mean, for
pharyngotonsillitis.

2. The overall social support received, was at middle level. Whereas emotional
support was received most. Parents received those support mostly from relating people by
blood relationship.

3. Relationship between social support, social resources and heaith care seeking
behavior were tested using chi-square and contingency coefficient. It was found that
there was statistical significant correlation between social support and health care seeking
behavior of parents (X2 = 50.03,C = .18X2 = 11.53,C = .19X2 = 30.03,C = .31, X2 =
16.4,C = .22 at p< 0.05 for over all, fever, common cold, and pharyngotonsillitis'symptom
respectively). There was also statistical significant correlation between social resources and
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health care seeking behavior of parents (X =7.16, C = .16 at p < 0.05).



