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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study (1} selected
socio-economic characteristics of farmers who participated in the
" project, (2) tﬁé project operation, the benefits obtained by farmers,
and the obstacles of the project operation, (3) the opinions of
farmers toward the project operation, and (4) to compare the opinions
the farmers who had different socio-economic status. The study sample
consisted of 170 farmers were purposely selected from Nongrua District,
Nongsonghong District and Nongwangyai District, Khon Kaen Province.
Data were collected by the interviewing technique and analysed by the
computer program SPSS/PCT Frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation and F-Test were used to summarize and compare the data.

The results of the study were as follows.



Some of the socio-economic characteristics of the farmers were as
follows : having an average age of 53.3 years, finishing grade 4-6 of
primary school, having an average family size of 5.3 persons and having
an average family labor force of 4.2 persons. Their main agricultural
occupation was rice farming and their secondary ocuupation was field
crop growing. Their cash income was approximately 21,408.8 baht a year.
The averadge area for farming was 31.0 rai (2.5 rai=1 acre). They made
use of rain water in agriculture but often found that there was not
enough water. The farming was mostly done on sandy highland.

The implementation of the project could be summarized as the
following: (1) farmers received the information about the p?oject by
Jjoining meetings and listening to the talk given by officers from the
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives; (2) the bank
officer would let the farmers decide where to dig the pond; (3) during
1989-1992, participating farmers were selected at the meeting and
those who had more than six rai of land were eligible to Jjoin the
projects; (4) they were allowed to make loans of up to 30,000 baht.
In some years they could make short-term loans by having participating
members as guarantors, and for long-term loan they could use their
assets to guarantee their loans. Loans were to be paid within 7-8 years.
Individual farmers could paid back the loans of 10,000-20,000 baht by
using the off-farm income received from their relatives. They had to
pay 14-15 baht per cubic metre for pond diggings; (5) farmers received
a one-day training on integrated farming from the bank officers; (6) the
follow up was done by checking the size of dug pond and giving
technical advice on how to grow vegetables.

Each participating farmers who grew crops received financial
benefits as follows : (1) in dry season of 1993, the average incomes
were 6,250 baht from rice farming, 2,579.3 baht from growing string
beans, cucumber, Chinese cabbage and chilli, 19,142.8 baht from growing
soybeans, and 8,500 baht from growing watermelon. Mango, sweet tamarind,

and custard apple did not yet give any yields, (2) in the dry season



of 1994, the farmers had the average incomes of 5,430 baht from growing
rice, 8,848.3 baht from growing soybeans, 1,997.6 baht from growing

string beans, cucumber and chilli, and 9,100 baht from growing water-

melon. They did not yet get any yields from mango, sweet tamarind,

and custard apple. Water in the pond was used for consumption and

fish raising.

The participating farmers viewed that the project was carrried
out at the "much suitable" level in the following aspects: (1) giving
information about the project by organizing morning meetings and
giving a lecture on project details by the bank officers; (2) giving
advice on site selection for digging pond; (3) screening fa}mers for
joining the project based on the criteria having at least 6 rai of
cultivated land and upon their diligence as judged by fellow project
members, and having adequate family labors; (4> having short-term and
long-term loans, loan guarantee and loan deliverys; (5) training
program, especiallly on topics, trainers, training media and time
schedules; and 6) the follow-up of the project by advising on
integrated farming. The aspects which the farmers viewed that the
project was able to carry out at the "suitable" level were: (1) site
selection for diggding pond; (2) interest rate of loans, guarantee
factor for short-term loans and cost for ponds and (3) giving advice
for the use of pond and pond checking up by the bank officer. The
aspect that the farmers viewed as "not suitable"” was £he type of soil
around the pond.

When comparing the opinions of farmers toward the project,
significant differences were found in the following items: (1) for
those with different age groups differred in their opinions on the
contents of project publicity, especially on the method for the
screening project participants, and loan delivery methods; (2) for
those with different levels of education differred in their opinions
on the time schedules for project publicity on "in the morning” item;

and (3) those with different agricultural occupations had no



significant difference in their opinions; (4) those with different
cultivated areas found significant difference on the management.  of
neetings.

Suggestions from this study are:(1) farmers should be contacted
and introduced to the project by organizing meetings and personal
contacts; (2) publicity should be done in the mornings (3) communication
should be orally dones (4) soil for pond digging should have good
water retention qualitys (5) meetings should be arranged for screening
the participants; (6) payment for pond digging should be in cash;
(7) the contents of publicity should emphasize the details for the
farmers aged 30-40 years; and (8) the training should consisg of the
following topics : integrated farming, vegetable growing, crop growing

and fruit tree growing.



