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ABSTRACT

This study was a gquasi-experimental research study.
The puspose was to determine the effects of a knowledge
giving program about disease and dialy behavior on levels
of knowledge and coping behaviors in cancer patients
undergoing chemotherapy. It also examined the relationships
between the levels of knowledge and problem-oreinted
methods of coping behaviors after the knowledge giving
program was conducted.

The sample of 16 ovarian cancer patients undergoing
chemotherapy was drawn by purposive sampling from a

population of patients admitted at Gynae ward in Khon Kaen



hespital from March to April 1996. The batients were fthen
randomly assigned into 2 eqgual groups : the experimental
group and control group. The experimental Froup received
a knowledge giving prosranm.

The research instruments were a demoegraphic data
guestionaire, a knowledge test about disease and dialy
behavior in cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy and a
coping behaviors test which was modified from Nitaya
Suthayakorn’s (BE.2531). The Kuder-Richardson score was
0.79 and Cronbach's alpha coefficient reliability score
was 0.82. A knowledge giving program, constructed based on
the Thorndike’s and Skinner's Learning and Teaching Process
Theory, was developed in a form of taped massages and flip
charts. The information giving program %was divided into 4
sessions.

The statistical procedures employed in the study were
Mann-whitney U test and the Spearman rank correlation
coefficient.

The data revealed by this study indicated that :

1. The patients who received the knowledge giving
program aboul disease and dialy behavior had significantly
higher level of knowledge than the patients who did not
receive bhe knowledse givins proeram at Lhe 0.001 level.

2. The pabients who receivede the knowledgse givineg
program about disease and dialy behavior had significantly
lower coping behaviors than Lhe patients who did not

receive Lhe knowledge siving prosram at bhe 0.001 level.



3. The level of knowledse and problem-creinted
methods of coping behaviars of cancer pat.ients undergoing
chemotherapy after receiving the knowledge giving progran
about disease and dialy behavior indicated significantly

positive correlation at the 0.01 level.



