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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to explore women’s perceptions
of pregnancy and antenatal care. Sokamnoi village and Maternal and
Child Muangphol Hospital were selected for study sites. Sixty women
who had experienced pregnancy and childbirth were chosen as key-
informants

Data was collected during June - September 1994 through focus
group discussions and in-depth interviews. Content analysis using
substantive coding and comparison were used. Data was triangulated
during collection and analysis. Findings are as follows:

In Amphur Phol, traditional practices by women during pregnancy



have been transferred for generations.

Amenorrhea is a common sign for women to learn they are
pregnant. Women are diagnosed pregnant by themselves, physicians and
husbands. Meaning of pregnancy varies upon women’s experiences and
events.

Practice during pregnancy is influenced by both traditional
and medical knowledge. Meaning of pregnancy, understanding of
antenatal care services and evaluating one’s need for antenatal

care influence women to seek antenatal care at the health institution.



