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Abstract

The research project entitled “Changes, Democratization, and Everyday Politics of Rural People in the
Central Region” aims to explore the changes in mode of production and life world of peasant society. This study
also reveals how these changes have an effect on rural people and encourage them to associate with the new
political sphere

Based on the research findings, the agrarian change in 3 community case studies have been significantly
altered during the past few decades compared to 1960-70. The communities were extensively integrated into the
capitalist system. The villagers have adapted themselves through adopting new technologies and depending on
the monetary economic system deeply. They have also been involved in the system of commercial agriculture
intensively and complicatedly especially goods and services, credits, technology etc. Therefore, the rural dwellers
have become a new species of polybians, who have adapted their lives in many dimensions. They are not only
semi-peasant/semi-proletariats but they—not different from middle-class urban dwellers— have adopted the
modern culture of consumerism and have obtained access to political information. As a result of their changes in
physical mobility, occupational mobility and various sources of income, the peasants have to face new ways of
thinking and life world. Then, they intend to be cosmopolitan farmers.

As to the changes mentioned above, the traditional obligation, such as the mechanisms of patronage
system and traditional institutions could no longer be life assurance for rural people. So they have to create new
relationships, in terms of group and organization, and link themselves with networks of external politics. There
are more leaders from rural communities get involved in political activities at both the local and national levels.
The rural people are found to be increasingly participating in political sphere, including elections, political party
policies and politicians etc. In all study communities, the established new forms of social relationships have
turned into strengthening mechanisms for the villagers to achieve their life goals, expectations and survive at a
subsistence level.

Key recommendations: 1) Public policy formulation: the mechanism of resource distribution should be
taken into account when developing policies related to poverty, inequality or income generating. Furthermore, in
order to ensure the policy inclusiveness, rural democratization is a key to empower people in rural areas improve
their bargaining power and increase their participation in policy decision-making processes. And 2)
Recommendation for further studies: comparative study on the changes in peasant society in other areas and

apply different approaches or methodologies will be suggested in order to construct generalizations.
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