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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to assess the achievement of the primary schoot
oral health surveillance programme in Karntharawichai district , Maharasakarm province.
Six primary school from the district , in which the oral health surveillance programme
were caried on continuously and completely , were selected ; 432 children studying in
the 4", 5" , 6" class in the 1994 scholastic year in these schools were the samples.
Oral examinxtion records of the children performec by teachers in the schools in the
1991 and 1993 scholastic year were investigated. Dental treatment records of the
same children during the same periocd were also examined.

The assessment of gingival status showed that most of the children had better
conditions. In detail , large proportion of the children (37.5 %) had gingival status
improved ; less proportion (22.4%) had constant healthy gingiva ; a small portion got
worse (18.3 %) or had constantly poor status(9.3 %). The assessment of caries status
in permanent teeth indicated that the teachers might be confused in detecting caries

between primary teeth and permanent teeth. However . the more ccnfident method to



aésess caries status could be done by detecting the change in caries-free in permanent
teeth ; by which the result shows a little better status.

The study shows that the oral health surveillance programme has got some
achivement in improving gingival status of the primary school children , and that children
inthe 3°-5" continuous class have gingival status improved much more than any
other class. The assessment method proposed in this study could be applied and
practiced in any school.  The high risk group of oral disease in the school could be

detected by this way and it wiil help solve the oral health problem more effectively.



