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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to investigate knowledge and
understanding of F.A. members toward F.A. operation 2) to analyze types of
business done by the F.A. 3) to identify the problems and obstacles of the F.A.
operation. The Quantitative and Qualitative were used as research methods, samples
were the second-class F.A. from 5 Changwat, namely, Srisaket, Nakhonrachasima,
Buriram, Surin, and Chaiyaphum. The multi-stage sampling was used to take 25-F.A.
samples and 48-F.A. Committees and 75- F.A. members. Research tools were
Questionnaires, Interviewing, Observation, Reports, Balance Sheet and Financial

Report of the F.A. samples. The Percentage (%) and Arithmetic mean (X) were
used as the Statistical Analysis, and Descriptive Analysis were also used to support
the study, the rescarch findings were as follows :

1. Sense of belonging by the F.A. committees and members were
quite low, knowledge, and understanding of the committees and the members on
the purposes, objectives of F.A., the F.A. rules and regulation were still low and
not enough to operate the F.A.

2. Analysis of F.A. businesses, 3~types of businesses, namely,
Loan providing, Fertilizer Buying, and Agricutural-product Sales were 3- top
priorities done by the F.A., No F.A. could provide dividend at the end of the year.
So, business operation by the F.A. were all failed.

3. The problems and obstacles of the F.A. operation, were as
follows:

3.1 About a half (50%) of the F.A committees and members had
debt, from this numbers, about 22.9 % of the committee and about 12.0% of the
members owed more than 7,000 Baht.

3.2 About 50% of the committees and 61.8% of the members did
not spend their loan following the loan requests and objectives.

3.3 Most of the F.A. committees and F.A. members could not
receive the loan in time of cultivation.

3.4 Most of the F.A. committees and members did not buy farm
inputs from the F.A. because they were not available except fertilizer (some

season) and some chemical only, but most {tems depended on the local merchants.



3.5 Most of the F.A. committees and members did not sell their
products to the F.A because the F.A. did not have money to buy them, another
reason was they were afraid that the F.A. would charge for their debt.

3.6 Most of the F.A. committees and members could not receive
enough loan, but they were not much different.

3.7 Problems of financial and book Keeping, most of the F.A.
found difficulty in doing book Keeping because of knowledge constraint and
lacking of auditing.

Recommendations on improving of the F.A. operation were
concluded as follows, restructuring of the F.A. and the agencies concerned, training
should be provided for the F.A. committees, F.A. members, and officials involved
in various aspects, supports in research, monitoring and evaluation, and improving
of the public relations.

Suggestions for further research on the F.A. were followings; knowledge,
understanding and consciousness of group formation, appropriate  business

operation, group administration, and appropriate group structure.



