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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the basic
characteristics of members of Future Farmers of Thailand (F.F.T.)
in the Northeastern region; 2) the operation of supervised
tarming programs of the F.F.T.; 3) problems concerning the
operation supervised farming programs of the F.F.T.; and 4) some
comparisons of problems on the operation of supervised farming
programs of F.F.T. members who had different characteristics.
The study sample consisted of 150 F.F.T. members selected
from 11 agricultural technology colleges in the Northeastern

region by stratified random sampling method. Data were collected



by questionnaire. The SPSS/PC* program was used to analyse the
collected data in terms of frequency, percentage, arithmetic
mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test.

It was found that the majority of F.F.T. members were male.
Their average age was 18.7 years old, 66.0% of them studied at
the certificate level; The largest group (38.0%), studied plant
science, followed by animal science, general agriculture, and
aquaculture, respectively. The grade point average (G.P.A.) of
the F.F.T. member was 2.30. More than half (55.3%) of the
members stayed at F.F.T. villages, and 90.7% of F.F.T. members
were free to select projects. As for project support, 70.7% of
F.F.T. mwembers expressed that the fund was sufficient, 78.0% of
the members would 1like the advisory teachers to visit their
Frojects more than two times per month, and 73.3% of them stated
that their parents were very appreciative and gave continuing
assistance to their projects.

In the opinion of F.F.T. members, every item on the
problems of the project operation was at the "little" level.
¥hen comparisons on the problem level were made by different
characteristics of F.F.T. members on sex, educational level, maior
subject, G.P.A., and F.F.T. membership status, the results were
significantly differents as tollows : 1) Project preparation;
F.F.T. members who did not stay at the F.F.T. village otften
conducted activities which did not respond to their needs; 2) In
project implementation, r.F.T. members in general agriculture and
aquaculture nad higher level of problem on materials support than
those in plant science and animal science, but F.F.T. members in

plant science and animal science suffered from stolen property



more than those in any other major subjects. Students who got
G.P.A of 3.00 or higher complained that their advisors had
bresented their project proposals late to the board of director
of F.F.T. Also, students who did not live in the F.F.T. village
had greater risks of damage from natural causes and diseases than
those who lived at the village.

The recommendations from this study were : 1) F.F.T. units
ought to arrange seminars to clarify the details of the
implementation of projects; 2) The F.F.T. board committee ought
to set and give information sufficiently by emphasizing on what
is desired in cach project; 3) F.F.T. units ought to supply and
provide materials more adequately; 4) F.F.T. units, members, and
the community ought to participate in planning to prevent theft,
and natural risks, such as diseases, insects or climatic factors;
5) Project advisory teachers ought to have much more contact with
members than in the past; 6) The board of directdgs of F.F.T.
ought to spend more time for supervising projects, either on its
own or with advisory teachers; 7) F.F.T. units ought to encourage
parents of students to participate iy project activities; &)
F.ELT. units ought to establish markets to sell the products; 9)
The board of directors ocught to more strongly encourage those who
may be concerned with projects, especially project advisorv
teachers, and ought to consider an annual awards system as a way
tc dimprove morale of advisory teachers; and 10) F.F.T. wunits
ought to give opportunities to F.F.T. members to have more

agri-business projects.



