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Abstract

Title : The promotion and developnent of village industries
in the North-East of Thailand
Researcher : Suranart Khamanarong
Assistant Professor
Department of Social Sciences

Khon Kaen University, THAILAND.

Village industry is a non-farm activity which was done
for a long time in the rural area. The study of village industry
in the North-East Thailand found that there were many kinds of
industry implemented. In this study we grouped them into three
types: traditional base industry, technical skill base industry
and  sub-contracting base industry. Most of these village
industries had a role in improving rural condition. It could be a

source of supplementary income of the‘peasants and be a major
source among non-farm activies which were available in their area
occupation in the wet season and did village industry as their
minor occupation in the dry season.

Traditional base industry was quite harmonious with rural

life because it used local material and traditional skill which
the peasants had, but it had the problems of lack of raw material
and poor marketing. This type of industry need an improvement in

quality of product, designment of product and marketing of
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product. The wholesalersintroduction to the local producers of

government agency and the provision of marketing information was
the best way to solve those problens.

Technical skill base industry also had a problen in
quality of product. The inprovenent in the technical skill of
producers/workers could upgrade the quality of product and made
it able to compete in the market.

Sub-contracting base industry was the best type of
village industry which could provide high income and also suit
the economic condition. The expansion of provincial large scale
industry, thatwas occurring, could stimulate sub-contracting
base industry under the coordination of government agency. The
sub-contracting system could benefit both sides, the large
factory could reduce their cost of investment in building and the

villagers could earn from sub-contracting job.

Village industrialisation should be an alternative of
rural development strategy especially for the dry and poor soil
rural area. It will help the peasants increase their income
rather than to rely only from agriculture. If government agency
can help to develop it's quality and marketing, it will be an
important source of rural income that will make rural economy
develop too. The policy of government should improve their agency

to act as a coordinator and be an information centre. It will
help the producers survive and develop by themselves to reach a
concept of grassroot development and sustainable development

rather than to create industry directly in the rural areas.



