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Abstract

The objectives of the research were to study news processing conducted
by journalists working as foreign correspondents in Thailand reporting on political crisis
issues during 2009 to 2010, and also to propose a news processing model. This
qualitative research explored the ongoing phenomenon of Thai politics so as to be
substantiated as grounded theory.

Data collection was conducted by means of observations, in-depth
interviews and documentation gathered from various sources. The selection criterion of
foreign correspondents was to have an agency office in Thailand that represented a
different region of the world such as Reuter representing a correspondent in Europe
whereas AP for America and Sinhua for Asia.

The findings reveal that the three foreign correspondents begin news
processing by seeking news issues, both from field to office and from office to field. The
issues are then considered by an editorial committee consisting of an editor, a political
news head, a news head assistant and a journalist, with the editor making the final
decision. The factor that affects selection of news is news value: timeliness, prominence,
necessity, impact, conflict, current events, abnormality and intimacy while individual
factors involve influences of enterprise’s owner, economic pressure, target group and
media compilation. After an issue is chosen, it is assigned to the journalist to seek more
information in the field through interviews, observations and documentation, with
observation used only in the case of violence. The journalist then sends the obtained
information to the news office for revision. Each foreign correspondent has a different
revision process and presentation. For Reuters, the revision team includes a news head
assistant, a news head, and an editor who, apart from finalising the news, carries out
additional interviews to increase the content. At AP, the journalist is responsible for
gathering and organizing information obtained from the field followed by interviews
before submitting the news to the editor in the Asia region for reporting. As for Sinhua,
the journalist gathers information, which is then sent to the office head and revision

department in the Beijing office before reporting. Based on the research findings a
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model of foreign correspondents’ news processing of the political crisis during 2009 and

2010 has been created.



