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Abstract

The community commen land such as community natural water
sources, community forest, grazing land area, cemetery (Pacha) and
land of ancient’s spirit enter in and inhabit (Don Buta) are inculded
in unclassified land. In 1991 the unclassified land covered area of
34 million rais approximately, which contribute several things to the
people who settle down near those area untill they can be perceived
as self-reliance. Presently, many community common land are continuously
reserved, take care of, and utilization. Nevertheless, the majority of
land areas are confronted many problems such as over adventage taking
adventages and becomming worthless land, trespassed and occapied
illigally. and illicited land certification establishment for their own.
The serious conflicts about accession to land between villagers
themselves, villagers and outsiders, and villagers and officials are
increasingly occured. If the phenomena are careless, eventually, the
previous common lands would be automatically diminished and disappeared.
However, the social and economic situations are improved and developed
which consequent to aware its value and the neccessity of common land.
Hence, the previous community common lands are curiosity started to
conserved, and resuscitated recovered by the villagers under the

supplementary of government and non-government agencies.



This study. therefore, aimed at finding out and preparing the
practical guideline of common land conservation and rehabilitation
planning in order to be sustainable and more valuable properties for
community as so far. The specific objectives were to (1) study the
types, magnitude of area (rai), and the location of each type of
common; (2) to understand the relationships between commurnity common
land and ways of life of villagers.; (3) to find out the distinguish
of the utilization among each type of community common land; and
(4) to tecommend the guidelines of conservation and improvement
strategies for sustainability of their beneficaries. '

The findings were synthesized from the analysis of compiled
relevent secondary data and information, and the present public common
tand survey forms from Land Department, Ministry of Interior. The public
land survey forms could be collected from 192 districts and sub-
districts in total of 289 districts and sub-districts. Some secondary
data were collected from the Royal Forestry Department. Indepth
interview was employed for collecting primary data relevant to the
management systems of community common land which the informants were.

The local leaders and village committees informants. The relevant
data and information were gathered during July 1993 to May 1994.

The findings revealed that the total area of Community common
land was 7.6 million arais and high density in Chagwat Udonthani, Surin
and Burirum. The total collectable areas were divided to be .976 million
rais were natural water sources and high density in Ubon Ratchathani,
Burirum and Sakonnakhon: 5.93 million rais were the public upland
area and common grazing 1and and were high density in Udonthani, Surin
and Sakonnakhon; .426 million rais were cemetery OrT graveyard and ancient’s
spirit enter in and inhabit (Don Buta) or pay homage place and were high
density in Sakonnakhon, Nakhonphanom; .279 million rais were the
government offices’ location and village halls and were high density in
Sakonnakhon, Surin, and Nakhon Ratchasima: and .024 million rais were
other types. The density of each type of community common land at
different location was highly related to the topography of such studied

area.
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The utilization of villagers from the community common land.
Every villager has equal right to take adventage from common land
but they have to strongly involve and cooperate in conservation and
improvement, and Kkeeping on the rules and regulations for its
sustainable. In the well maintained areas, the villagers can harvest
the natural foods, to be areas of crop growing and animal raising, the
sources of timber, lumber, wire wood, water for domestic used and
agriculture, fisheries, plant genetics collection. Furthermore, they
are the place of cultural practices and propitiate or allegiant of
faithed things, make merit, bury a human CTOpes and cremate. However,
there are some villagers who donot want to involve in taking adventages
and maintenance due to (1) their labours are already intensive fully
occupied on their own land, (2) used to break the rule and prohibited,
(3) some villagers cannot follow the strictly rules and regulations,
(4) the needed resources in the area are already finished or substituted
by other resources, (5) the deminishing of the faithfull villagers to
sacred objects and cultural practices which performed in common land
and (6) the common lands are exploited and become the unvaluable land.

The management and maintenance community common land are the
responsibilities of Ministry of interior, and the district leaders
are assigned to inforce the law, the sub-district, village leaders,
including traditional and formal organization particular subsistrict
and village committees are manipulator in planning and implementing in
conservation, improvement, and utilizing. The important protective
tools are effective rules and regulations, carfully watching assigned to
everyone, obvious and permanent boundary line establishment, set up the
certification of government land, and extremely infore the land laws.
Futhermore public relations and campaign, rehabilitation and strenghtening
the skill and experiences of local leader in pubic land management and
maintenace under intensively supported by different agencies concerned are
also regulary conducted.

The important and practicable rules and regulaticns are set
up by the village committee for community common land for conservationm,
rehabilitation and maintenance. Those rules and regulations are the

issues of the prohibition of tree cutting before permission, punish to
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infringed or illicited person, watching gard establishment, donot permit
to raise the cattle especially in dryseason and personnel permanently
occupation, closely cooperate among villagers and development agencies
in maintenance, improving, utilizing, and fire damage prevention.
Currently, the conflicts are oftenly occured in utilizing the common
land due to the invading and over utilization until beneficaries of
natural resources are deteriored and devaluated by the villagers and
outsider. Those occurrances are preferably happened in the natural water
sources, are apparently depended upon several factors; the weakness of
village committee and leader, infective rules and regulation set up.
Consequently, the existence of the equilibrium of eco-system are broken
down and, inevitably, directly effected to the deterioration of human
eco-systems.

The factors supporting the retaining of the community common
land are (1) highly vigorously enthusiatic and effective leadership of
local leaders and committees, (2} the rules and regulations of
maintenance are stickly practiced and kept on, (3) the obvious,
strong and permanent boundary lines of each area are established, (4)
the government land certification assigning to community common land,
as well as, (5) the decreasing of number of rural people and cattle,
the faithful and allegiance of sacred object located in the land,

{6) the neccessity of conservation and maintenance for the natural
food resources, water for domestic used and agriculture, grazing land,
location of cultural practices, and watershade remaining are also
important reasons.

The recommendations from this study for the community common
land remaining and continuously ulilization are; (1) The attractive map
of community common land area which consisted of boundary line and its
component should be established and showed or possed at suitable places
in the particular at the village hall and sub-district office, (2) The
permanent and strong protecting enclosure or fence which act as the
boundary line such as road, channel of water, forest tree stripped
planting should be established rapidly, (3) The strengthening in the
skills and experiences for more efficiency in their village leaders and

committees should be installed. (4) The closely cooperation and



subsidizing ofrelevant agencies both government and non-government
agencies in conservation and improvement planning and implementing
should be performed. (5) The manipulation, prevention, and improvement
the common or public land should be under the responsibities of
Department of Land, Ministry oflInterior, (6) The economic forest trees,
such as Pterocarpus, should be cultivated in community forest area and
supplemented by fire and thieves prevention. (7) The natural shallowed
water sources should be cleaned out, deepered, and definitly boundary
or fenching‘establishment (8) Every community common land should be
tittled in certification of government land, and the illegal land
certifications in public or community common land area should be

abrogated and punished to the transgressors.




