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ABSTRACT 

  This study aimed to investigate: (1) teachers’ perception of their 

professional self-image concerning cultural dimensions; and (2) teachers’ perception 

of the role culture played in their English language classes, and of English language 

teachers who teach in four secondary schools in Muang district, Chiang Mai province. 

The research instrument was a questionnaire. The findings showed that most teachers 

perceived that the most important teaching objective was promoting linguistic 

competence rather than cultural competence. Their cultural teachings aimed to provide 

information about foreign daily life and routines. They perceived themselves as 

sufficiently familiar with some foreign cultural topics. In terms of their contact with 

foreign culture, most teachers had more contact with foreign cultures in their home 

country than abroad. However, they appeared to teach more language than culture in 

the classroom and used a teacher-centered approach to provide cultural knowledge. 

There was also a relationship between the amount of foreign culture taught in each 

teacher’s lesson with their amount of knowledge of other cultures. Teacher training, 

teacher education, and textbook writers will benefit from this study. 
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