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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to assess the Landslide Warning Network
management of the Department of Mineral Resources in Tambon Wiangtan and Hangchat,
Hangchat District, Lampang Province, Thailand and to assess the advantages and
disadvantages of the network’s management after having arranged the trainings for two
years, and to propose recommendations for improving and maintaining sustainability of the
network. This research was based on 222 questionnaires, in-depth interviews and focus
group discussion. The statistical measures used to analyze the data included percentages and
means.

The results of this study found that 76.6% of the network’s people had a
moderate level of knowledge about geohazards and the landslide warning plan. It also found
that the local people had gained their knowledge about landslides from the network
management, although many of them (45.9%) live in low-risk areas and 50% of them have
lived in these areas since birth. Therefore, they were able to understand the causes and
factors affecting the occurrence of landslides well, and were also aware of the landslide
occurrence and its effects. In addition, 77.9% of the sample had considered that the
network’s management could mitigate the impacts of the geohazards at a good level because
the management could give local people the knowledge of the landslide, the landslide
warning plan, the evacuation route and places to go to. Moreover, the collaboration within
the network during risky times could help people prepare themselves and evacuate in time.
Unfortunately, the management still lacked the appropriate equipment in order to be used for
communication within the network. There was also found to be a loss of the landslide
knowledge among the people after training had elapsed for a long time.

Nevertheless, it is proposed that Department of Mineral Resources should
continue to support constant network trainings as well as provide suitable equipment for
integrating work with other agencies for improving and maintaining the sustainability of the
network. Also, the network should focus on providing learning to children about landslides
in the schools to sustain the network's future, and should encourage the public participation
of all groups of community people in the network.
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