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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study : 1) some selected basic
socio-economic characteristics of contracted seed-growers, 2) seed production
conditions, some\problems and obstacles of contracted seed-growers, 3) the
conditions on the promotion of seed production from the Kalasin Seed Center to
contracted seed-growers, 4) needs of contracted seed-growers toward the
extension programme on groundnut seed production and 5) to compare the level
of contracted seed-growers’ needs. A sample group of 148 growers was
purposively, quota and systematically selected from those who had 1 rai of
groundnut seed field. Personal interview was used in data collection. Frequencies,
percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test were used in
data analysis.

It was found that most of contracted seed-growers were male, had an
average age of 43.1 years old, finished primary education and had major

occupation in rice farming. Most of farmers had ownership of agricultural land,



and the average of family labor was 3 persons. The average net income per year
was 38,262.60 bath, with the family debt under 15,000 bath. The motivation of
farmers to be contracted seed-growers was from the suggestion of field inspector.
The duration of participation in seed production was 2.7 years, the average seed
production area was 2.9 rai and the average yield per rai was 115.7 kilograms.
The quality of seed yield was ranged from the medium to good level. The average
income from the seed production was 4,530.02 bath. The sources of knowledge
of contracted seed-growers on seed production were from : past experiences,
group leaders of contracted seed-growers and seed field inspector. The problems
of farmers in groundnut seed production were . seedling blight or crown rot,
subterranean ant, leaf roller, low yield, water stress in the period of pegging
and pod filling, rouging, and heavy rain during seed drying. The problem on the
promotion of seed production from the Seed Center of farmers were : low prices for
purchasing seed and delay of paying the money to the farmers.

The topics that most growers had a high level of needs for knowledge on
groundnut seed production were : pest control, insecticide usage, preparation of
seed, seed grading, taking care of groundnut after planting, herbicide usage taking
care of groundnut before harvesting and field inspection. For the extension
method, broadcasting tower, leaflet, group meeting, group training and via leaders
were needed at the high level. The needs for service and support on the seed
production were.. seed transportation, chemicals for pest control, seed testing,
provision of weighing scale and rhizobium. The needs of seed technology training
were the topics © controlling seed deterioration , the practice to reduce off-type
plants, and germination testing.

When comparing the level of contracted seed-growers’ needs by the some
socio-economic characteristics and the conditions of seed production, it was
found that topics which had statistically significant differences in the level of
farmers’ needs were : knowledge of groundnut seed production, transfer technology
from field inspector to farmers, the service and support from the Seed Center and
training of seed technology. Participation seed production time, sex, training, yield
quality and yield per rai were the five characteristics which a high number of

topics with significant difference in the level of contracted seed-growers’ needs,



respectively.  The groups of growers who had the levels of needs higher than the
other groups were : male having age under 35 years, finishing primary education,
having a family labor of 3-4 persons, having seed production area under 2 rai,
participating in training 1 time, joining seed production under 3 years, having
yield per rai under 100 kilograms and having medium yield quality of groundnut
seed.

The suggestions form this research were : 1 ) Seed field inspector
should transfer the technology to the contracted seed-growers on the topics
seed grading, field inspection, cultivation, pesticide usage and post harvest
techniques, 2) The Seed Center should modify and develop the method of transfer
technology to the farmers by group methods such as group meeting, small group
training, field trip and plot demonstration, 3) The Seed Center should provide
contracted seed-growers with rhizobium, pesticide, weighing scale and
coordination with credit sources, and 4) The training of the seed technology to
contracted seed-growers should be done before the growing season. The impact
points of training should be on rouging, the practice to reduce off-type, control of
seed deterioration and germination testing. The training should be done at the

village level and should be finished within one day.



