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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at revealing physical,biological,socic-economic, and communication
factors that related to farm size of the integrated farming practice of the farmers. The
findings of the study would be considerably applied to improve the promotion of integrated
farming for suitable with the potential of area and farmers, especially in the land reform. area
of Tungkuiaronghai in Changwat RorEt. The specific objectives were to study ;{i} Tne current
production process of intearated farming system. (2) Some selected basic characteristics ot
farmers. (3) Factors related to farm size of the integrated farming of farmers. (4) The
conflonted problems, obstracles and recommendations of farmers. The combination of
guantitative research and quatitative research were utilized in the study. Sixty-four households,
who did the integrated farming, was selected as a unit of analysis by using multi-stage random
sampiing method. The precised interview schedule was the tool of the data collection and
were divided into 2 types. Firstly, structured interview schedule was used for farmers as
sample. Secondly, semi-structed interview schedule was used for farmer group interviewing of
each system of integrated farming. The needed data were gathered in May 1996. The gathered
data were systematically analysed by computer set with Statistical Package Program for Social

Science
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(SPSS/PC*). The frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean (X), standard deviation (SD), Chr
square were used for statistical methods.

The findings of this study were as follows : Integrated farming in Tungkularonghai land
reform area of Changwat Roi-et could be classified into three systems (1) crop+livestock (2)
crop + livstock + fishery (3} crop+tishery in which occupy area of 57, 300 and 543 rai,
respectively. All patterns were similarly in its components of rice, vegetable, fruit tree, fishery
and livestock production such as cattle, buffalo , duck and chicken raising. These activities
recipocally interrelated beneficial among them . Integrated farming provide better household
labour and earn incomes available all year round. The majority of sample (71.9 %) were male
with an average of age 44.5 years old and graduated primary schoollprathom 4).They have their
own land with an average area of 37.7 Rai and 54 Rai for integrated farming. The
objectives of integrated farming practice were : (1) to sufficient food for home consumption (2)
to increase land use efficiency (3) to better labour distribution throughout the year. Soil mostly
are sandy loam in texture, the public water resources were the source of water for agricultural
nroduction, an average of 406 persons were available for integrated farming. Most of them
were consumers of Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and loan in amount of
more than 20,000 Baht. The average total annual eash income for each household was
74.343.05 Baht, non-farm income was an everage of 6,896.87 Baht and on-farm income was
an everage of 6835148 Baht. They obtained the agricultural knowledge from extension
workers,through training as well as visits by extension workers in amount of 6-10 times per.
years. They also approach to agricultural development agencies.

The current problems of production of them at high level was the insufficient of
agricultural inputs and at lower level were low price of agricultural products, inadequecy in
credit sources,rice pest eradication, and lacking of water resources.

Factors related to the farm size of the integrated farming practice of farmers on
statistically significant at.01 confidential level were the local leader appointment and to be
membership of farmer institive, and at.05 confidential level was the convenient of water
drainage. Nevertheless, there were some factors related to the farm size at high level at above

80 % of significant. Those mentioned factors were : having money saving,to be indebted,credit



service utilizing, agricultural land area holding, agricultural leader engagement, source of
agricultural innovation, study tour, number of visiting by agricultural extension worker.

From the tinding of this study, the possible recommendation could be made as follows
. (1) the suitable price of agricultural products should be assured. (2) the marketing center for
farm products should be arranged. (3) the paddy land should be improved by soil fertility
improvement. (4) the credit sources with low interest rate should be sufficiently provided. (5) the
agricultural information center in village should be established. (6) the sources of water should
be more created. and (7) the farmer who practice integrated farming should be increasingly

visited and followed up by agricultural extension worker.



