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ABSTRACT

This research was carried to : 1) study the basic status of the farmers in
Changwat Mahasarakham, 2) evaluate the needs for the agricultural training of the
farmers, and 3) compare the needs for training of the farmers from different basic
status and background.

Multi-stage sampling was employed so that a total of 100 farmers (in the year
1994/1995)in Changwat Mahasarakham was selected for this study. Direct interview was

used to obtain the research information. The obtained data was subsequently processed
using SPSS/PC* computer program. The research outputs of this study are expressed as
frequency, percentages, average, standard deviation, t-test and F-test.

The results obtained can be summarized as follows ;. The average age of these
farmers was 47.2 years old. Their average household labour was 3.5 persons with

an average farm size of 25.1 rai.



Rice cultivation was their major agricuitural activity. They also raised farm animals as
supplementary source of income. The average income and debt of these farmers
were 30,772.50 and 26,404.00 baht, respectively. The majority of these farmers had not
been offered any kind of agricultural training during the year 1993 to 1985. None of them
had moved to other provinces to work. They were faced seriously with the shortage
of water for agriculture.

The topics of training needed in ranking sequence included rice cultivation and
poultry production. Both local and official languages were acceptable. They preferred
practical training to lecturing. The average size of training group preferred was
23.6 persons. Notification and invitation for the training should be operated via village
leaders. The training should be held In suitable building within temple. Proper duration
and month of training should not exceed 3 days(from 9.00-12.00 AM) in April. The famers
preferred study tour to successful farms in other provinces of Northeast Thailand. The
training should be organized and offered free of charge with the arrangement of free
transport. The training component should be comprised more practical exercises
than lectures. They also wanted simple opening and closing sessions as well as
training certificates. The success of training should be evaluated through competition
among the trainees or conducting fun games with rewards.

After the training, they also wanted to be advised so that they could have access
to cheap farming materials and supplies. In addition to this, the farmers also wanted their
subsequent farming ability be followed up and their grouping, production plans, marketing
and future training be assisted by trainers.

Based on sex, age, training experience, availability of household labour,
farm size and farming activity, significant difference was detected considering
training topics, methods of training and types of post training support.

Suggestions for training from the farmers can be listed out as follows : 1) the
training topics should be selected in accordance with farming activity and status of the
farmers, 2) training should be held at their villages, 3) training should be held and

completed within 3 day, 4) training organizers should take part in selecting the



trainers, 5) multi - teaching media should be used for training, 6) the number of
trainees for each training should not exceed 30 persons, 7) training components
should comprise more practical exercises than lectures and farm visit sholud be
arranged, 8) the lavel of success of each training should be evaluated, 9) trainees

should be provided with a training certificate, and 10) food and drink should be offered

during the training.



