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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were : 1) to investigate selected socio-economic
charactenstics  of members of women groups in Nongsang Landsettiement and
[Muay-Luang Landsettlement 2) to analyse factors affecting decision making on
becoming members of both women groups 3) 1o compare factors affecting decision making
on becoming members of both women groups. The samples  were selected from 56
members of Nongsang Landsettlement and 77 membrs of Huay-Luang Landsettlement by
the simple random sampling methond.

Interviews were used in collecting  the data which were statistically  analysed
by the Stanstical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) program. Frequencey, percentage,
arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test and Scheffe’ test were used to analyse

and compare the data. The results of the study  were as follows



The members of the women groups had the average age of 42.1years, most
received primary education and still staying with their husband. The average mumber of
farmily and working members were 4.5 and 3.4 persons, respectively. The average
membership of the groups was 3.1 years. The average land holding by each family was
20.6 rai and the average income was 25,186.10 bath per family with an average debt
ol 15,871.81 bath per family. The Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives
was  the major loan source. Most of members of the women groups had never heard about
the groups before becoming members. They  firstly heard about the groups from
Landsettlement exicnsion workers.

As for soctal factors affecting decision making on becoming members : had the
highest level of influence having a good relation with Landsettlement officers with
neighbors’ persuasion being the lowest level of influence. The economic factor that
affected decision the most was the need for more income, with the need for capital for
production equipment being the lowest affect.

Companson of factors affecting decision making on becoming members of the
women groups which was significantly different for Huay-luang women group : factors
classified according to income were a need solve the problems of the community,
help on  sales of their products and bargain for high prices, and persuasion from group
committee.  Factors classified by land holding were group membership acceptance,
help for capital to buy production equipments, and supporis from husband. Factors
classified by family labor were the need to share profits with the group, and receiving
information on non-weaving matters.

Comparison of factors affecting decision making on becoming members of the
women groups which was significantly different  for Nongsang women group : factors
classified by age were honour and pride, having a good relationship with Landsettlement
officers, reeruiting more members and  helping the group 1o grow,and exchanging
knowledge and experince with the others. Faclors classified according to land holding was
the desire (o solve the problems of the community together.

Comparison of factors affecting decision making on becoming members of the
women groups which was significantly different for both women groups : factors classificd
by age were having a good warmhearted feeling and the feeling that ones were not alone.

The factor classified by income was persuasion {rom the ared chief or commitiee members.



i
Factors classified by land holding were supports from hushand, andwitnessing other
members gelting benefits from the groups.

The recommendations from  the study were @ 1) activities should be organised
for members. who age more than 45 years to have a good warmhearted feeling and the
feeling that ones were not alone, 2) the husband should be encouraged [0 join the
meeting with their wives, 3) occupations that the women were familiar with should be
promoled so that they could increase their income continuously, 4) activities should be
organised for members 10 exhange knowledge, experience and to disseminate the aroup
name and make the members of group pride, 5) group committee selection should be
the members who was older than 45 vears or had family labor more than & PEFSONS,
6) activities that encourage the members who had low income and low land holding 1o
take part in developing their village and promotion about marketing and capital for
production equipment should be organised, 7) there should be more information on the
silk market and local cloth as well as more effort 0 increase information for the

members.



