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ABSTRACT

This descriptive research to study relationships between perception of AIDS,
selected basic conditioning factors and self-care behavior of the HIV infected person.
The sample consisted of 136 HIV infected person  who were treated at the infection
clinic, out-patient department at Srinagarind hospital, Khon Kaen University between
July and December 1996. Data collection tools were interview forms consisting of
three parts, background information, perception of AIDS and self-care behavior
based on Orem's Self-Care Theory. All forms were assessed for content validity by
seven experts. Content reliability of the tools were carried out using Cronbach's
alpha coefficient, it was 0.97 for perception of AIDS and 0.71 for self-care behavior
parts. Data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation,
Pearson’ s product moment correlation coefficient, and Chi-square. Major findings are

as follows:



1) In everage, perception of AIDS among the study group was at a good
level (X-=3.26, SD = 0.37), also with good self-care behaviors()-(=3.44, SD = 0.28).

2) There was a significantly positive correlation between perception of AIDS
and self-care behavior (r = 0.288 , p<0.01).

3) Age, education Ilevel, family’s income per month, occupation, marital
status, type of family, severity of disease, and time duration since being diagnosed
as person with HIV were found to have no correlation with self-care behavior

( p< 0.05).



